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Jesus said,
"I will
make you
fishers
of men."

Energized to Evangelize

Dentists, taxi drivers, and
other ministers
Several hundred miles away, on
the beautiful tropical island of Bermuda, lives a taxi driver. He is
known by everyone in that quaint
little paradise, and loved by most. In
fact, he is so loved that his fellow
islanders have long tried to convince
him to leave his position as a taxi
driver and run for public office.
Surely he would win, they assured
him, and then he could really serve
and be in the public limelight as well.
This man continues, however, day
after day, to escort people from one
end of the island to the other. When
confronted with tantalizing offers of
more glamorous vocations, he merely
replies that God has called him to be
a taxi driver, and therefore that is
what he will be. And while escorting
visitors across the island of Bermuda
in his taxi cab, this man has led literally hundreds of people to a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ.
In a small town in Washington, a
dentist's business is booming. More
than that though, his ministry is
booming. Several years ago he found
the joy of knowing Jesus Christ as
his Savior and entering into a personal and intimate relationship with
the Creator of the universe. And this
discovery literally transformed his
life! As time passed, a hunger grew
within him to share his newfound
life in Christ. Instead of leaving his
dentistry to become a minister, he
became a minister right where he
Kenneth Wilson, a member of the Carlisle
(Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church, studied at
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary. He
lives in Natick, Mass.
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was. When his clients come and sit in
his chair to have their teeth examined, the friendly dentist shares with
them the wonderful news of the gospel. Today, people come from over a
hundred miles away to sit in his dentist chair and to learn of God's love
for them. And while the businesses
of most dentists in his area are falling
apart, his dentistry and his ministry
is growing in leaps and bounds!
A tentmaker named Paul wrote a
letter about two thousand years ago
to his fellow Christians in Ephesus.
In it, he penned the following words:
"It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ might be built up"
(Ephesians 4:11-12). I imagine Paul's
friends in Ephesus may have read
through this letter several times before the meaning of these words
finally struck home. The pastor's
role is to prepare God's people for
works of service—not to do all the
ministry himself! Reverend Doe is
the pastor—it is the people who are
the ministers! And ministers can be
found in such assorted occupations
as tentmaking, fishing, and even
driving taxi cabs or drilling teeth.
A poplar misconception in the
Christian world today is that those
who are truly sold-out to the Lord
will become pastors or missionaries
and thus enter full-time Christian
service. Only then can you truly take
a stand and make your life count for
Christ. The truth is, however, that

our dentist friend in Washington is
in full-time Christian service right
where he is, and ouf taxi driver
friend in Bermuda is reaching countless people who would likely never
be reached by going to church. And,
while God's call to the pastorate or
the mission field is surely to be
highly treasured, a false dichotomy
between the sacred and the secular
has arisen.
Are you leaving all the ministry to
the pastor? Do you find your work
situation unfulfilling and empty? Do
you desire to be in full-time Christian service? You can discover the
joy of serving the Lord right where
you are as you allow God to transform your occupation into your
ministry! Here are a few things to
keep in mind.
1. Work as for the Lord. Paul
wrote to the Colossian church,
"Whatever you do, work at it with
all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men, since you know

You can touch
lives in unique
and special ways
as you allow God
to transform your
occupation into
your ministry.
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that you will receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the
Lord Christ you are serving" (Colossians 3:23-24). The pursuit of excellence is gaining great popularity these
days, but its roots go back long
before our generation. I can just
imagine the beauty and the perfection of the work that emerged from
Jesus' carpenter shop in Nazareth.
Why, the hands that formed the
stars in the heavens and set life into
motion on the earth must have handcrafted the best looking tables and
chairs you ever saw! In whatever you
do, you can give glory to God by
working at it with all your heart and
by working to serve him.
2. Take a stand in the working
world. While God has called us to
come to church, equally important is
the church's call to go into the world
as salt and as light. We generally
think of the church as a group of
people gathered together on Sunday, but the church is also that same
group of people scattered on the
other six days of the week. While our
results may not be as dramatic as
those of the taxi driver and the dentist, we can each discover unique
ways to take a stand and to minister
God's love to those whom he has
placed around us. Many may never
step foot in a church and may never
know a pastor or a missionary, and
you may be the only minister they'll
ever know!
3. Be afaithful steward. The great
apostle Paul wrote that one of his
motives in working as a tentmaker
was "that in preaching the gospel I
July 1986

may offer it free of charge, and so
not make use of my rights in preaching it. Though I am free and belong
to no man, I make myself a slave to
everyone, to win as many as possible" (1 Corinthians 9:18-19). While
Paul had a God-given right to receive
monetary rewards for his preaching
ministry, he chose to work as a
tentmaker and did not need to be
paid for the gospel. And Paul strongly warns us, in 1 Timothy 5:8, that
anyone who does not provide for his
family has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever. The Christian in the working world can take
great joy in being privileged to offer
the gospel free of charge and in being
able to provide for his family!
4. Make your vocation your ministry. Did you ever wonder what
catching fish has to do with the
kingdom of God? Maybe not, but
the apostle Peter probably did. As
he hurled his nets, he must have
pondered, "What does this have to
do with living a Christian life, and of
what eternal value could this possi-

bly be?" Yet those little fish which
Peter caught provided food for many
a Galilean, and Peter's ministry provided not only spiritual needs, but
also physical needs. God has placed
us in this world with some very
earthly needs, like food and shelter,
as well as love and encouragement.
Your occupation may not have a
whole lot to do with the doctrine of
predestination and free will or with
the three general views of the millenium, but you can take joy in viewing
ing your work as a ministry as you
serve to meet the needs of those
around you.
Are you an architect? Great! Are
you a student? Terrific! Are you a
homemaker? Wonderful! Whatever
your occupation, your calling is to
be a minister right where you are.
You can touch lives in unique and
special ways that God has prepared
especially for you! Discover the joy
of serving the Lord through your
work and touching lives for Christ,
as you allow God to transform your
occupation into your ministry.
•
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"ne of the important issues of life
is that of motivation. Why do we do
what we do? What prompts us to
certain behavior? How can we be
stirred into action to accomplish
things that really count? What moves
us to "keep at it" when the going gets
tough? The question of motivation
touches all areas of life, and certainly
it is central to the work of the
Church of Jesus Christ.
"Energized to Evangelize"—that's
a lovely slogan. What will it take to
make it more than empty words on a
poster or banner? What will prompt
us to do the work of evangelism and
worldwide missions outreach?
During this General Conference,
we will examine what has been called
the Great Commission as it is found
in Matthew 28. We begin by looking
at verses 16-18:
"Then the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had told them to
go. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some
doubted. Then Jesus came to
them and said,'All authority in
heaven and on earth has been
given to me.' "
From this Scripture one central
thought emerges: motivation for
evangelism comes from the conviction that Jesus Christ has all power
and authority. That's the truth we
will explore in this sermon.
John Hawbaker is senior pastor of the
Manor Brethren in Christ Church, Columbia, Pa.
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This focus on motivation touches
us where we need help most. Motivation is what is needed in the
churches today. We already have
information. We already have methods. We already have resources.
Books and tapes and charts and
seminars flood our pastors and lay
people, but we have not yet made
very great strides in carrying out the
greatest commission Jesus gave us.
So many of us sit around, praying
and hoping that somehow the world
will be saved, but we're not doing
much ourselves to accomplish that
goal.
I was traveling through Baltimore
one day with Dale Allison, and we
stopped for a meal at Pargo's Restaurant. A large picture on the wall
had this caption: "Eat the American
Way." The picture itself showed a
large piece of chocolate cake with
thick chocolate icing. Beside the
cake was a can of Diet Coke. What a
commentary on our contradictions!
We say we want to keep our weight
July 1986

down; but if you watch our eating
habits, you won't find much to confirm what we say.
The applications to us Christians
and our spiritual lives are equally
sobering. We say we want to grow
spiritually and be strong Christians.
But if someone would follow us for a
day or a week, would he see us do the
things that make for growth? We say
we are committed to evangelism and
to fulfilling the Great Commission.
But if someone would watch us for a
week or month, would he see us do
the work of evangelism? Would he
see us involved in worldwide missions? Fresh motivation is what we
need.
That brings us to "The Glory and
the Power." Whose glory? What
power? The glory and the power of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. These
two themes of the glory and the
power are closely related and keep
recurring throughout the New Testament.

The Glory
Consider the idea of glory. Consider it from the viewpoint of Jesus'
disciples. Being Jews, the disciples
were very familiar with the idea of
glory associated with their God
Yahweh. They knew that "glory"
had several meanings. Sometimes it
meant honor, praise, and majesty.
Ascribe to the Lord . . . glory
and strength. Ascribe to the
Lord the glory due his name
(Psalm 29:1-2).
At other times it meant radiance,
brilliance, or a shining-forth. This
was occasionally a visible phenomenon, as when the glory of the Lord
settled on Mt. Sinai and looked like
a consuming fire (Exodus 24:15-17);
or when King Solomon dedicated
the temple in Jerusalem, and the
glory of the Lord, described as a
cloud, filled the temple so that the
priests had to withdraw from the
Holy Place (I Kings 8:10-11). Yes,
the disciples had heard about the
5

brilliant, awesome, overpowering
glory of the Lord.
But what about their acquaintance
with Jesus, did they see in him the
glory of the Great God Yahweh?
On one hand the answer is "no."
When they first learned to know
Jesus, they saw his "ordinariness."
He was another human being like
they were. He submitted to water
baptism from John just like the
sinners who came out from the
towns and villages of Judea. He
walked around Galilee speaking in
the synagogues as any other rabbi
would do. He ate and slept with the
disciples. They saw his ordinary,
human life.
And yet when it was all over, they
looked back and said, as John did,
"The Word became flesh and lived
for a while among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and
only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth" (John 1:14).
In what ways had they seen glory in
Jesus?
In his miracles. John called them
"signs"; they were pointers, indicators of who Jesus was. When Jesus
attended a wedding in Cana and
changed water into wine, John says
that this was "the first of his miraculous signs . . . . He thus revealed
his glory, and his disciples put their
faith in him" (John 2:11). In the miracles the disciples saw Jesus' glory.
In his Transfiguration. This event,
unlike some of the miracles, happened only once, and before a very
limited audience of only three persons—Peter, James, and John. But
those three saw something about
Jesus they had never seen before.
His face shone; his clothes became
dazzling white; Elijah and Moses
appeared and talked with Jesus, as
good friends would do. For this once
the glory of Yehweh, so impressive
in the Old Testament, was seen in
Jesus.
In his death. Now we come to a
dramatic change of emphasis. We
usually associate death with majesty,
power, and exultation. But Jesus
introduced a new idea: when he
talked about the hour of his upcoming death, he spoke of it as the hour
6

of his glory. "The hour has come for
the Son of Man to be glorified"
(John 12:23). What an amazing combination of seemingly contradictory
elements! Jesus' death was an awful
ordeal, the final emptying himself of
the glory he had had with the Father
before his incarnation. J. A. Huffman, former Dean of Taylor University School of Religion, observed:
"How isolated, how strange, how
completely disrobed and empty the
Divine Christ must have felt in his
humiliation, no man will ever
know."1 But while the cross was a
dreadful humiliation, it was more.
The followers of Jesus did not understand or accept it at the time, but
when they reflected on it later, they
realized that in the agony of the
Christ, they had also seen the glory
of the Christ.
In his Resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus came as a surprise and
shock to all the disciples, despite
Jesus' repeated teaching that he
would be put to death and on the
third day rise again. But when they
recovered from the shock, they knew
that this was the greatest evidence of
God's glory in Jesus, the Christ.
Preaching to a crowd at Solomon's
Colonnade in the temple, Peter said
that God "has glorified his servant
Jesus" (Acts 3:13). Then he went on
to mention specifically the Resurrection, showing that the glory of Jesus
was the glory of his victory over
death.
In the miracles, in the Transfiguration, in the cross and in the Resurrection, the disciples were witnesses
of Jesus' glory.

^lotivation for
evangelism comes
from the conviction
that Jesus Christ
has all power
and authority.

The Power
Closely associated with Jesus' glory
is his power or authority. (In the
New Testament "power" can also
mean might or ability to perform,
but following the emphasis of Matthew 28:18, we shall develop the idea
of power as authority.)
"All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me." By the
time Jesus spoke these words, the
matter of his authority was not new
to the disciples. They had seen:
his power over illness and disease,
when he healed the sick;
his power to forgive sins, as when
he spoke to the paralytic man
carried in by four friends;
his power over the forces of nature,
when he calmed the storm or
when he walked on water;
his power over demons, when he
cast them out of people;
his authority over the Sabbath,
when he violated the Sabbath
laws of the rabbis by picking
and eating wheat;
his power over human need, when
he fed the five thousand;
his power and authority as a teacher, when his critics were silenced
and didn't know how to answer
him;
his power over earthly rulers, as
when he said to Pilate, "You
would have no power over me if
it were not given to you from
above" (John 19:11);
his power over his enemies, when
people of the synagogue at Nazareth wanted to kill him, but he
"walked right through the crowd
and went on his way" (Luke
4:30).
Nearly every time they turned
around, the disciples saw some new
evidence that Jesus had power like
no other person ever had; he had
authority from God.
While the disciples were quite
familiar with the idea of Jesus'
authority, they also needed reassurance of this very truth. That's the
significance of verse 17 in our text:
"When they saw him, they worshiped
him; but some doubted." Here we
get a candid look into the hearts and
thoughts of the men who were closest to Jesus. Some doubted. We
Evangelical Visitor

identify with them. We, too, have
our times of doubt and uncertainty.
What about you? Are you having
some doubts? Doubts concerning the
uniqueness and divinity of Jesus?
Doubts concerning the fact of his
Resurrection? Doubts concerning
your ability to go out as an adequate
witness to Jesus, the Christ? The way
to deal with those doubts is to draw
near to the risen Christ. Spend time
in fellowship with him, learning to
worship him, learning to listen to his
voice. As you do that, you can move
from doubt to the assurance of faith.
In order to establish the disciples'
faith, in this post-resurrection appearance Jesus states his authority in
the clearest and strongest terms. "All
authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me." This is the most
daring and comprehensive claim ever
uttered by anyone in the history of
mankind. It is positively astounding.
It shows that God the Father was
fully pleased with the work that God
the Son completed and therefore
gave the Son, the Messiah, a name
that is above every name. Jesus is
Lord. He has been appointed by
God as "heir of all things" (Hebrews
1:2). "He is before all things, and in
him all things hold together. And he
is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning and the firstborn
from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy" (Colossians 1:17-18).
The whole message of Christianity rests on this affirmation that
Jesus is unique; he, and he alone, is
Savior and Lord. This centrality and
authority of Christ are more than
some people are willing to affirm.
Here are the words of Mohandas
Gandhi, leader of independence for
India, a Hindu in religion: "I cannot
set Christ on a solitary throne because
I believe that God has been incarnate again and again."2 That's why
Gandhi, despite many good qualities
and commendable achievements,
never became a Christian. He would
not acknowledge the authority of
Jesus Christ. Christians do set Christ
on a solitary throne. There is no one
like him in all of human history. He
has been given all power and authority. He is Lord.
July 1986

must give him authority in practice
in our personal lives and in the
church.

T h e whole message
of Christianity
rests on the
affirmation that
Jesus is unique—
that he, and he
alone, is Savior
and Lord.

Now it's one thing to affirm those
words, but it's another thing to take
them seriously and let them shape
our lives. When I call Jesus Lord, I
ought to be saying that he is the
absolute and undisputed owner and
possessor of my life. He is the Master; I am the servant or slave, and I
belong to him all my life long. He
has full authority over all of my
life—my thoughts, my actions, my
values, my possessions, my relationships, my will.
Unfortunately many of us are not
really ordering our lives around the
authority of Christ. We have settled
into a "me-centered" way of thinking
and living.
Juan Carlos Ortiz warns that we
have a tremendous attitude problem
in our churches. He says that we
have kept "me" at the center of
things, and we are wrong; God is the
center. So we must take drastic steps
to change our way of thinking. "It's
not enough that we change our
vocabularies; we must let God take
out our brains, wash them in detergent, brush them, and put them back
in the other way.3 His language is
graphic, almost offensive. What he is
saying is that our whole set of values
must be changed. Jesus is the center;
all authority has to be given to him.
Of course, all authority has already
been given to him by his Father.
Jesus says so in our text. But we

Motivation
As we have looked at the idea of
the glory and the power, we have
seen the authority of Jesus. As I
pointed out at the beginning of the
sermon, this authority has a direct
relationship to our motivation. The
central thought of Matthew 28:18 as
it relates to the rest of the Great
Commission is this: motivation for
evangelism comes from the conviction that Jesus Christ has all power
and authority. We have looked at
Jesus' authority, linking it with the
theme of his glory. We shall now
consider the specific ways that this
conviction about Jesus' authority
motivates us to evangelism here and
around the world.
1. Because Jesus has authority
over us, we go where he sends us. A
healthy church is a church that goes
where Jesus, the Lord of the Church,
sends. And that's exactly what we
see in the book of Acts. Jesus,
through the call and direction of the
Holy Spirit, sends people where he
wishes. So we see Philip, interrupted
from a great revival in Samaria, sent
to a desert area to minister to one
person who is spiritually receptive
(Acts 8). In the church at Antioch we
see believers who are listening carefully to the voice of God, and they
hear the Holy Spirit say, "Set apart
for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them."
So the church sends them off on the
first missionary journey (Acts 13).
When Paul is prevented from going
into some areas of Asia where he
wanted to go, he has a vision one
night and sees a Greek man standing
and pleading with him, "Come over
to Macedonia and help us." So Paul
and his companions "got ready at
once" to leave for Macedonia, or
Greece (Acts 16).
Because Jesus has authority, we
go. The issues here are sensitivity
and obedience.
Sensitivity. We need to cultivate
the inner life so that we know the
voice of God and can hear his voice
above the noises and confusion of
7
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Coffee
break
^
in the air • > ~

by Paul W. McBeth

While traveling by plane to
Baltimore, Maryland, having attended a business convention in
Dallas, Texas, I was assigned to a
seat next to a window. I preferred
an aisle seat, but before boarding
the plane I had been told that
none was available.
Soon after our takeoff, the stewardess began serving coffee. She
asked if I desired a cup and I said,
"Yes." Pulling the tray down in
front of me, she placed the cup of
coffee on it. I was not aware there
was a slight slant in the tray. For
some unknown reason the cup of
coffee tipped over and the entire
contents spilled on my lap. The
hot coffee penetrated through my
garments and skin responded
"Ouch!" but my mouth kept silent,
with lips pinched!
The stewardess saw what had
happened and secured several napkins to mop up any excess coffee,
but my trousers had already done
the job. Amazingly, very little
dripped on the seat. The lady
beside me was not affected by the
spill and continued reading her
book. The stewardess asked if I
wanted to change seats. I told her
I could get along where I was
seated. I was really embarrassed.
Then she said, "I have an aisle seat
in the next row back of you." So I
moved back beside a fine looking
Paul McBeth lives at Messiah Village,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.

young gentleman who had the
window seat. We exchanged a few
comments about the accident, and
and I was aware of the continuous
coffee aroma I was releasing. I
give thanks to the Lord that my
skin was not burned.
The first name of my new seat
partner was David, and he was
traveling for LEGO Systems, coordinating the toy displays. Our
conversation drifted to our relationship with the Lord. I found
him to be a religious man. He did
not smoke and, in my presence,
did not drink. (He bypassed the
beverage cart when it came by.)
He was raised to practice his religious faith "and to participate as a
musician in our local Sunday folk
mass." He knew something about
the prayer groups in his area, but
he never had known the experience of being "born again."
I dealt with the subject of being
born again, using Scripture from
the Bible. He was ready to receive
Christ as his personal Savior. I
then said, "We could do it right
here in the airplane. We could put
our heads together and pray so as
to not make a public demonstration of the affair." He consented. I
said, "I'll pray first and you can
follow." What an intelligent prayer
he prayed—a real "sinner's prayer."
He stated in correspondence at a
later time: "I must remind myself
how important it is to live the
faith in everyday experiences, and

at times when it may be difficult
to act truly Christian. That is
when I remember how we prayed
together and I made a commitment to make Christ even more
central in my life. That commitment has given me strength in
recent months."
Subsequent letters revealed
these sentiments: "It is very rewarding to have friends like you
and your wife who support us
with your thoughts and prayers.
We thank you, and we pray that
the Lord will keep you in his love,
and give you many blessings. . . ."
"I wish you the best of health and
happiness for the future, Paul. I
thank you for your friendship and
inspiration which have made my
life richer. . . ." "When I think
of our meeting, I recall how I saw,
even in that brief time, how central is your faith in the Lord and
your dedication to serve Christ. I
thank you for the opportunity to
share in that faith. Since that
time, our meeting has served as a
reference point for me in my own
faith. . . ." "I am making a higher
priority now of sharing the warmth
and friendship that you have
shared with me, and of being
more tolerant of trying circumstances. Thank you again for your
prayers, and I will pray for you
also."
Later, sitting in the plane thinking about the accident that had
started my flight, I asked myself
the question, "Why did this have
to happen?' Then the Holy Spirit
revealed to me immediately that
here was a man who was anxious
to become a born again Christian;
so it took a coffee spill to move
me from one seat to another.
As we were coming closer to
landing at Baltimore, I noticed a
real change in David's expression.
It was one of peace and satisfaction. I then told him, "You can tell
your friends that you met the
Lord in the air." Praise the Lord!
8 Evangelical Visitor

the world around us. "Be still, and
know that I am God" (Psalm 46:10).
Obedience. Once God's voice is
heard and his will is known, we are
ready to go. Or stay. Or whatever it
is he says. Because he is the Lord.
Dawson Trotman, founder of the
Navigators, said: "The need of the
hour is to believe God is God, and
that he is a lot more interested in
getting his job done than you and I
are. And if he has all power to do it,
and has commissioned us to do it,
our business is to obey him and trust
him to enable us to reach the world
for him."4
Jesus is Lord. So we go where he
sends. And no matter where he may
send us geographically, we know
this: he will send us to lost people.
Because that's where his heart is.
"For the Son of Man came to seek
and to save what was lost" (Luke
19:10). This conviction that we are to
seek out lost people and go to them
where they are with our love and the
message of salvation must grip us
and move us more than it does. C. T.
Studd lived Trom 1862 to 1931 and
was a pioneer missionary in three
areas, first China, then India and
Africa. He wrote: "Some wish to live
within the sound of church or chapel
bell. I want to run a rescue shop
within a yard of hell."
By his zeal to go where the lost
are, C. T. Studd exposes our laziness
and love of comfort. We need to take
the authority of Jesus Christ seriously. Because he has authority over us,
we go where he sends us.
2. Because he has authority over
our minds, we find our excuses
exposed. When it comes to the work
of personal evangelism, we are far
more accustomed to giving excuses
than to giving obedience. We have
all kinds of reasons why we don't
talk to non-Christians about Jesus
Christ:
"I don't know what to say."
"People today aren't interested in
spiritual things."
"Evangelism is not my gift."
"I let my life be my witness."
"What if I say the wrong thing and
turn this person away from the
gospel?"
Our list of reasons for keeping silent
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W h e n it comes to
personal evangelism,
we are far more
accustomed to
giving excuses
than giving
obedience.
goes on and on. Most of our excuses
have this common theme—we are
afraid to speak up.
Paul Benjamin, director of the
National Church Growth Research
Center in Washington, D.C., talks
about "the fear factor" in evangelism.5 He points out that it may be
that our fears will never be overcome
completely. Even the Apostle Paul
confessed his feelings of weakness,
trembling, and fear when he went to
a new territory to preach (1 Corinthians 2:3). The reality of this fear
factor may be why Jesus sent out the
70 two by two instead of sending
each one alone.
Henry Clay Trumbull was a vigorous advocate of Sunday school and
a gifted worker in personal evangelism. But after years of experience in
talking to others about Christ, he
said, "Never to the present day can I
speak to a single soul for Christ
without being reminded by Satan
that I am in danger of harming the
cause by introducing it just now."6
If we are to see the world evangelized, as Jesus commanded, we must
resist the Devil's paralyzing voice,
deal with our fears, and speak up
about the gospel of Christ. While
fear is a legitimate factor to be reckoned with, we must refuse to be
dominated by it. Motivation for
evangelism will come from clear
thinking. We must value the authority of Jesus higher than we value our
own fears and feelings. Because Jesus
has authority over our minds, we
find our excuses exposed.

3. Because Jesus has authority
over all of life, we present the gospel
for the whole person. When you
read the Gospels and see Jesus' ministry, and when you listen to his
teaching about the kingdom of God,
you cannot escape the fact that the
work of the church is bigger than
just getting souls saved. Now please
listen carefully. Don't become
alarmed into thinking you heard me
say that evangelism is unimportant.
Evangelism is important. The gospel
of the kingdom of God has to do
with individuals coming into a right
relationship with God. Repentance,
restitution, heartfelt conversion, a
personal experience of God's saving
grace—these are all part of the gospel. They have always been favorite
themes of the Brethren in Christ,
and we intend to keep those themes.
But at the same time we also learn
from Jesus that the work of the
kingdom is bigger and broader than
just individual piety. In Jesus' teaching about the king separating the
sheep and the goats in Matthew 25,
he showed that the kingdom has to
do with such behavior as feeding the
hungry, clothing the naked, helping
the sick, and caring for prisoners.
The life that pleases God includes
meeting the needs of the poor, the
forgotten, and the oppressed. The
gospel is for the whole person.
John R. W. Stott, speaking at the
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship
student missionary conference at Urbana 10 years ago, commented on
the fact that some Christians have
concentrated exclusively on evangelism while others have stressed social
and political involvement. "But we
have no liberty to pick and choose
between the needs of our fellows, the
needs of his body or of his soul or of
his community. Christian evangelistic and social activity are both compassionate responses to human need.
Both were included in Jesus' mission. So both must be included in
ours."7
Our motivation for presenting the
whole gospel for the whole person is
the two-fold motivation of the
example and teaching of Jesus himself. He has authority over all of life;
9
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Growth:
According to
God's Purposes
by Mary Cummings Bailey

"Pastor, wait a minute, I have an
announcement." Those words caught
the pastor slightly off-guard. He had
brought the Palm Sunday service to
the point of a sermon, and now he
was being asked to "Wait a moment."
Why? All previous attendance records
had just been broken, and the ushers
who took the count wanted the
church family to know it. This wasn't
just Palm Sunday, it was also the
culmination point of a lot of people's
hard work. This relatively young
church was dedicating its new educational building with the majority
of it already paid for in cash. The
place: Alta Loma Brethren in Christ
Church.
The first time I ever heard of this
church was ten years earlier when six
couples stood in front of the Upland
congregation and were commissioned
to start a new Brethren in Christ
Church in the fast-growing area of
Alta Loma, California. They were
basically starting from scratch with a
strong support system from within
the conference.
Telephone surveys and in-home
Bible studies were begun. Soon a

Left: The original structure on the property, which now houses offices and nursery.
Center The main sanctuary, built in 1980. Right: The educational building, completed
in 1986.

meeting place at Carnelian School
was established and a pastor was
called. Ralph Wenger responded as
that pastor and provided the leadership.
They tell me those early days were
interesting. The facility they used for
services only provided a meeting
room, so the nursery was held in a

small Chinook motorhome or a van,
and several times just under a tree.
Offerings were taken in a variety of
containers, from baskets and hats to
a turkey platter. This small group of
people didn't need the best of everything; they had a desire to plant a
new church and were seeking the
leading of the Lord in a close spirit-

Some of the original
families still active today:
(from left) Charles and
Kathryn Engle, Roy and
Karen Clark, Bruce and
Linda Merrit, Doug and
Marilyn Martin, Gordon
and Eunice Engle.
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ual walk. There was no way this
church planting could help but grow.
When our family became involved
at the Alta Loma Brethren in Christ
Church in June of 1984, there was a
new building sitting on approximately five acres of land, and a new pastor. Bob Hempy had begun as Ralph
Wenger left to fill the role of bishop.
They were excited because it looked
like the morning attendance was
about to break 100.
Now it's two years later and the
loving, spirit-filled church is breaking attendance records on a regular
basis, both in Sunday school and
worship services, with 363 on Palm
Sunday and 495 worshipping on
Easter Sunday. There is a new educational building; an associate minister, Gordon Engle; and a youth
minister, Terry Markley. The size of
the deacon board has been increased
to meet the needs of the growing
family.
I can't help but make a comparison to the two types of trees which
stand in our yard at home. One is a
Joshua tree that grows very slowly
over a period of hundreds of years;
the other, a cotton-less Cottonwood
which grows very quickly. God designed each with its only growth rate
for a purpose, just as each church's
growth rate is different as a part of
God's purpose. What we need to
remember as we mark each milestone, whether large or small, is that
we are all a part of the family of God,
each working towards that goal of
evangelism and expansion of God's
Kingdom.
Evangelical Visitor

therefore, we declare his gospel which
encompasses all of life.
4. Because Jesus has authority
over all people, we discover that he is
already speaking to every person.
The Bible shows various life situations where God had prepared unbelievers to receive the message about
Jesus Christ when it was presented.
The Samaritan woman (John 4) had
an inner emptiness and an expectation about the coming Messiah; these
things prepared her for Jesus' conversation and revelation that he himself was the Messiah. When Peter
went to Cornelius' house, Cornelius
was prepared to receive Peter's message about faith in Jesus Christ and
about the forgiveness of sins. The
work of the Holy Spirit is to "convict
the world." He works quietly and
persistently in the sinner to help him
see his need of Christ. "Prevenient
grace" is the term used by John Wesley to describe this activity of God in
the life of the unbeliever.
This biblical teaching is a great
incentive and motivation to evangelism. When you speak to a person
about faith in Christ, you can know
that you are not speaking the first
word to him. God has already been
working in his heart and mind so
that he has some awareness of God
and (often) some awareness of his
own spiritual need.
We are motivated to speak to
people about Christ, because we
know that Jesus himself (through
the Holy Spirit) is already speaking
to those very same people. Jesus has
authority over all people; he speaks
and convicts and calls. As his friends
and ambassadors, we speak, too.
5. Because Jesus has authority
over all events, we trust him to use
our witness even when it is weak and
limited. I spoke a few moments ago
about our fears regarding evangelism. One of those fears is that we
will "make a mess of things," that we
will create worse barriers between
our friend and Christ than already
existed. We have this idea that a
word of witness for Christ must be
perfectly phrased and perfectly timed,
and if we can't do it expertly, we
won't do it at all.
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How foolish of us! And how conceited! How blind we are to the fact
that God wisely controls all things.
He is bigger than our efforts and our
mistakes. He is gracious enough to
work through (and around, if necessary) our attempts to share our faith
with a friend. Even if our witness is
weak and stumbling and ill-timed
(as we evaluate things), God can
work in a far deeper way in that
friend's heart and compensate for
our weakness.
The Apostle Paul reminds us that
God can take our weakness and use
it to accomplish his good purposes.
"But God chose the foolish things of
the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong" (1 Corinthians
1:27).
Rebecca Pippert, for some years a
staff person with Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, tells about her year
of study in Barcelona, Spain, and
her relationship to Mary.8 Mary was
an Irish girl, bright, funny, resistant
to Christianity, and sarcastic about
Rebecca's idea of starting a Bible
study group to learn who Jesus is.
But Mary did show up for the Bible
study; in fact, she was the only one
who showed up! Rebecca was ill-atease about Mary and intimidated by

Unfortunately,
many of us are not
really ordering
our lives around
the authority of
Christ. We have
settled into a
"me-centered" way
of thinking and
living.

her. At the second week's Bible
study Mary softened and asked,
"What would I do if I wanted to
become a Christian?' Rebecca was
terrified and unprepared. She told
Mary she could pray and tell God
about her desire to become a Christian, but that Mary should go home
and pray about it there. Then Rebecca gave Mary a book on how to
become a Christian and ushered her
quickly out of the room. By that
time Rebecca felt miserable. She had
failed God by not giving clear and
personal instuctions to her friend
about how to receive Christ. A few
days later Mary returned to say she
had read the last chapter in the book
and she believed it and prayed the
prayer that the book suggested.
Rebecca was amazed. In the following weeks she was pleased to see that
Mary grew steadily in her faith in
Christ and is a Christian to this day.
Rebecca Pippert learned the valuable lesson that God is able to reach
people in saving grace even through
our obvious and embarrassing weaknesses.
Of course, we must not distort this
truth and avoid opportunities for
improving our witnessing skills. But
we can take courage in speaking up
for Christ even though our efforts
may be less than polished. Jesus
Christ has authority over our words
and all events, and we can trust him
to use our witness even when it is
weak and limited.
6. Because Jesus has authority
over demonic forces, we take heart
in the spiritual battle. The New Testament describes our Christian life
as being lived in the face of hostile
spiritual powers. When Jesus sent
out the 70 he told them, "Go! I am
sending you out like lambs among
wolves" (Luke 10:3).
The Apostle Paul reminds us that
we are surrounded by armies of
wicked spirits who are determined to
stop the gospel from advancing. But
against "the powers of this dark
world" and against "the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms"
we need not draw back in fear.
Instead, Paul urges us to "be strong
in the Lord and in his mighty power"
11

(Ephesians 6:10). We are to "put on"
the full armor of God so that . . .
[we] may be able to stand [our]
ground, and after [we] have done
everything, to stand" (Ephesians
6:13).
So Christ sends us into battle, but
he also provides us with everything
we need for this spiritual warfare. He
gives his grace freely. Samuel Zwemer, an apostle to Muslim people in
Egypt, Arabia, India, and China,
observed: "Other religions make the
pathway easy. Christ demands all
and then forgives all and gives all."9
The Book of the Revelation describes in graphic and symbolic terms
the warfare that goes on between the
dragon (the Devil) and the people of
God. But Revelation shows that the
power for ultimate victory is given to
the Church by God. In chapter 12:11
it is said of the believers: "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony."
Therefore encouraged by God's
promises and armed by the spiritual
power he gives, we renew our determination to be aggressive in evangelism and worldwide mission. Jesus
has all authority in heaven as well as
on earth. Believing that, we take
heart in the spiritual battle.
7. Because he has authority over
life and death, we go out unafraid.
Jesus repeatedly spoke of following
him and serving him in terms of life
and death. He warned his disciples:
"Do not be afraid of those who can
kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the one who can
destroy both soul and body in hell"
(Matthew 10:28). Trusting in the
authority and assurance of Jesus
Christ, we declare that we will go out
where he sends us unafraid. No matter what confronts us in our pathway
of Christian service and witness, we
will follow him.
Those words sound strange coming from me, since I have lived my
life (so far) free from physical persecution and the threat of martyrdom.
But the text we are dealing with
includes in its scope all kinds of
situations. It forces us to look at
ultimate issues: what's worth living
for, what's worth suffering for, what's
worth dying for.
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Because Jesus has
authority over
all events, we
trust him to use
our witness, even
when it is weak
and limited.

Corrie ten Boom wrote:
When I was in a prison camp in
Holland during the war, I often
prayed, 'Lord, never let the
enemy put me in a German
concentration
camp.' God
answered no to that prayer.
Yet in the German camp, with
all its horror, I found many prisoners who had never heard of
Jesus Christ. If God had not
used my sister Betsie and me to
bring them to him, they would
never have heard of him. Many
died, or were killed, but many
died with the name of Jesus on
their lips. They were well worth
all our suffering.10
The privilege of bringing others to
Christ is well worth all our suffering.
Are we showing any discipline or
self-denial or sacrifice in our efforts
at evangelism? Isaac Watts has the
questions and affirmations we need
today.
Am I a soldier of the cross,
a follower of the Lamb,
and shall I fear to own his cause,
or blush to speak his name?
Sure Imustfight i f I would reign;
increase my courage, Lord;
Til bear the toil, endure the pain,
supported by your Word.
That completes my listing of the
ways that motivation for evangelism
can come alive in us. Motivation for

evangelizing the world comes from
the conviction that Jesus Christ has
all power.
When they saw him, they worshiped him, but some doubted.
Then Jesus came to them and
said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go
..."
When we are really committed to the
authority of Christ, we will get busy
carrying out the Great Commission
he gave us.
The glory and the power of Jesus
Christ—we see a measure of it now.
But the day is coming when that
glory and power will be revealed in
all fullness. If we prove faithful in
serving him now, in that day we will
rejoice to hear the loud voices in
heaven saying:
" The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Christ, and he
will reign for ever and ever."
(Revelation 11:15)
Hallelujah. Amen.
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Growing churches are more loving—to each other and to visitors—
than declining churches. According
to new research conducted by the
Institute for American Church
Growth (Pasadena, CA), members
of growing churches reported both
giving and experiencing more love
and caring than members of declining churches. The research also discovered a correlation between an
entire denomination's "love ability"
and its membership growth or decline. Members in growing denominations, such as the Assemblies of
God, Church of the Nazarene, and
Southern Baptist, are apparently
more loving than members in declining denominations, such as the
Presbyterian, Lutheran, and United
Methodist!
Conventional explanations for the
growth or decline of churches have
focused on areas such as pastoral
leadership, attractiveness of facilities, location, liberal versus conservative theology, and evangelistic
July 1986

fervor. But there is increasing evidence that none of these issues influence a church's growth or decline as
significantly as how much love and
acceptance people experience when
they attend. At a time when falling
memberships are of increasing concern, this may require denominational leaders to reconsider their phi-

Few, if any, factors
influence a church's
growth as significantly as how much
love and acceptance
people experience
when they attend.

losophy and strategy of church
growth.
The Institute of American Church
Growth, a leading evangelical research and development organization, surveyed over 8,600 people
from 39 different Protestant denominations to measure their "love-care
quotient." Church members completed a 17 question survey in a Sunday morning service.
The "love-quotients" of churches
in the same denomination were combined, and fascinating relationships
emerged between "love" and "church
growth":
• Of all Protestant denominations,
members in the Assemblies of God
(which has grown by approximately
50% in the last ten years) find it easiest to say "I love you." Members in
the Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (a declining denomination)
find it most difficult.
• Presbyterians feel their churches
are least loving to visitors. Members
in the Church of the Nazarene feel
13
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they are most loving to visitors. (The
Presbyterian Church, USA has declined by 15% in the last ten years;
the Church of the Nazarene has
grown by 22% in this same period.)
• Members in Southern Baptist
churches (the largest Protestant
denomination in America) rate highest when asked about how loving
they are to each other.
• Growing churches, regardless of
their denominational affiliation, rate
35% higher in the degree of love
experienced by visitors.
• Persons in growing churches report experiencing significantly more
love in their classes and small groups
than members of non-growing
churches.
When the denominations' "lovequotients" were compared to overall
membership trends for the past ten
years, a correlation emerged between
a denomination's "love-ability" and
its growth pattern. The "love-quotient" figures on the accompanying
chart are based on a possible score of
100 (the closer to 100, the greater
love the church reported). The
second column shows the membership trend for the years between
1975 and 1985.
Dr. Win Am, president of The
Institute for American Church
Growth and principal researcher in
the study, concludes "most churches
that are growing today have learned
how to love. A church that loves
people is a church that grows. Unfortunately, not all churches are
practicing the command to love

Pastors:

Denomination
Christian Reformed
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Conservative Baptist Association
Reformed Church in America
Independent Baptist
Other Lutheran (combined)
Moravian
Mennonite
Brethren
United Methodist
Christian & Missionary Alliance
Christian Church (Disciples)
Episcopal
American Baptist
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Christian Church (Church of Christ)
Baptist General Conference
Free Methodist
Evangelical Free
Independent
Church of the Nazarene
Church of God (Anderson, IN)
Presbyterian Church in America
Assemblies of God
Missionary Church
Foursquare Church
Church of God (Cleveland, TN)
Southern Baptist

"Love
Quotient"
52
54
56
57
58
58
59
59
60
61
61
63
63
64
64
65
66
68
68
68
69
70
70
71
72
72
73
74

Membership
Trend
no change
decline
decline
decline
not available
decline
decline
growth
decline
decline
growth
decline
decline
decline
decline
no change
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth
growth

Note: 80% of the churches with a "love-quotient" below 65 declined during the
last ten years. 92% of the churches with 65 or above experienced growth.

which appears more often than any
other in the Bible. We are finding
that love can be taught—and
learned—in churches that seem to
have forgotten how. Learning to
love, or to love again, is the most
important first step for a church that
wants to grow."
A more complete summary of the
results and implications of this first

extended study of love in the church
is presented in the new book Who
Cares About Love? ($6.95) by Dr.
Win Arn, Mr. Carroll Nyquist, and
Dr. Charles Arn. The book is available from Church Growth Press
(709 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena,
CA 91101). The authors have also
produced two thirty-minutes color
films on the same subject.

Have you successfully adapted current membership materials,
or developed new approaches, with which you assimilate into the
life and membership of your church persons who are now converts or are unfamiliar with the Brethren in Christ Church?
Will you share these adaptations or new approaches with the
Commission on Christian Education Literature, so that the commission in turn can make them available to other ministers in the
denomination?
If so, please contact Ira Eyster (805 Willow Lane, Norman, OK
73069) for further information.
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The Brethren
in Christ
in Latin America
p

Costa Rica

Brethren in Christ ministry to
Latin America is a relatively new
venture. The first outreach in this
area began in Cuba in 1953, and was
followed by ministries in Nicaragua,
Venezuela, and Colombia. Several
factors influenced this new missions
emphasis. The withdrawal of missionaries from Zimbabwe in 1977
accelerated the momentum for opening missions in new countries. Venezuela and Colombia were in the forefront of the movement of rural
peoples into "world-class cities."
Further, there is flexibility in assigning and redeploying missionaries to
Latin America, due to the 20 Spanishspeaking nations and 350 million
Spanish-speaking people of the
world.
Cuba

This was the first Brethren in
Christ ministry to a Latin American
nation, begun in 1953. After the
revolution of 1959 the missionaries
withdrew. Today, with increased religious tolerance, the Cuban Brethren
in Christ Church has emerged with a
Jeffrey Garis is a student at Messiah College, interning with Brethren in Christ Missions through the Mount Joy Office.
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membership of 35 believers and
many more adherents who worship
in two congregations. Now they are
strengthening the church leadership
through a training program offered
by the Church of the Nazarene.
New channels appear to be opening for us to stand as brothers and
sisters in Christ with the Cuban
believers. The Board for World Missions has suggested three ways in
which the North American Church
can be of particular assistance: (1)
effectual, positive, understanding
prayer support; (2) the interchange
of official visits for mutual learning,
edification, and encouragement as
the doors open for such visits; (3)
providing financial assistance to a
church that is demonstrating its willingness to carry a full share of the
responsibility. We should thank God
for the privilege of our relationship
with these brothers and sisters.

Nicaragua

Influenced by the departure of
missionaries from Cuba, Brethren in
Christ ministry in Nicaragua began
in 1965. The Nicaraguan Church is
witnessing tremendous growth in
the '80s. Membership more than
tripled from 522 in 1980 to 1,749 in

1984. In 1984 alone over 300 new
members joined the 52 congregations in Nicaragua.
Many factors contribute to the
growth of the Nicaraguan Church.
In addition to their regular pastoral
duties, many ministers make weekly
visits to two or three villages to
preach the Word. An even greater
factor in church growth is the changing power of Christ's love seen in the
daily lives of believers. Their living
example is a strong and real witness
to their friends and families. This
witness gains a special power as God
uses and protects these committed
disciples during the crises now taking place in Nicaragua.
The consolidation of the church in
1983 has been another factor in this
tremendous growth. At that time the
church decided to emphasize discipling and nurturing believers more
than evangelizing. Although there
was a slight decline in membership
that year, the 20 percent increase in
1984 has proved the success of this
consolidation. We should also recognize the incomprehensible power
of prayer in the growth of the Nicaraguan Church.
Alongside the numerical growth,
there has also been a deepening
commitment in church programs
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and long-term goals. The church is
strongly committed to developing
indigenous church leaders. Marshall
and Eleanor Poe are working with
Enrique Palacios, the Executive
Minister of the church, to organize
and implement education and leadership training programs for Nicaragua's pastors. These have met with
high interest and attendance. Visits
by North American church leaders
have also been beneficial and greatly
appreciated.
The Nicaraguan Church's vision
for the future builds on continuing
the successes of the past, addressing
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current problems, and searching for
solutions. Rev. Palacios has helped
the church in Cuba and could assist
in other Spanish-speaking countries
as opportunities arise. There has
been some concern about seemingly
stalled efforts to begin a church
planting among the middle-class
urban population. Brethren in Christ
Missions will continue to assist the
church in Nicaragua through funding, personnel, visitation, and prayers. We praise God for what he is
doing in the Nicaraguan church and
pray for our brothers and sisters during these times of crisis.
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Venezuela

In 1982 Caracas, Venezuela, became the first Brethren in Christ
church planting in a "world-class
city" in South America. Along with
the goal of making disciples, this project plans to develop an indigenous
church with national leaders as soon
as possible. According to the Gilmores, "healthy progress was achieved
in 1984. The Lord has blessed us with
a group of interested people, some of
whom are showing positive interest.
The future looks promising."
Gordon and Susie Gilmore live in
an apartment building in Montal-

zue
by Grace Holland

Not every church can simply move
its main partition when a crowd is
coming—but that is what the Montalban Brethren in Christ Church in
Venezuela did for its first year anniversary services. A small group of
men met on Wednesday evening,
dismantled the wall between the
bookroom and the meeting room,
and made room for a hundred chairs.
The first service was for communion on Thursday, May 1, and the
chairs surrounded the communion
table sitting in the middle of the
room. After the singing, time was
given to Enrique Palacios, executive
minister visiting from the church in
Nicaragua, to tell about the church
there. The young believers of Caracas asked many questions, perhaps
the most significant being: "What
can we do to help with the needs of
the Christians in Nicaragua?" They
decided to send an offering, and it
seemed appropriate to think about
this in a communion service!
Later Rev. Palacios spoke about
the sufferings of Christ; partakers
Grace Holland, with her husband Fred,
has been involved with church planting and
leadership training in Zambia and Zimbabwe.
The Hollands presently live in Ashland,
Ohio, where Fred is on the faculty of Ashland Seminary.
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were invited to come by families, be
served the bread and wine by the
head of each family, and pray quietly
before being seated again.
On Friday the chairs were moved
to face the bookstore end of the
room and a screen was set up to
reflect the drama of "The Hiding
Place." Church members and occasional visitors, specially invited guests
and neighbors, and also people who
happened to be walking by all
mingled to hear this pointed message of salvation in Christ. Almost
all of the 100 seats were filled for the
first showing, and more than 60
attended the second (counting some
of the staff who stayed for both
showings).

Missionary Gordon Gilmore

On Sunday morning the chairs
faced the eastern wall of the meeting
room—their usual position. Again
almost all were filled. Friends from
other churches rejoiced with the
group of about 70 who normally
worship there these days. There was
enthusiastic singing and a special
report on finances and attendance
by the church treasurer, Louis Leon.
Oscar and Teresa Romera and Soledad Moreno gave testimonies of
God's dealings in their lives. There
were special songs by Senior Zambrano, of a sister church, and by
Elena Enfante, whose musical tapes
are sold in the book center. As Elena's praises resounded in the small
sanctuary, people's faces showed the
gratitude of their hearts to God. Pastor Gordon Gilmore put those praises
into words as he preached on the
power of God.
Sometimes a seemingly ordinary
circumstance takes on historical significance. I caught a glimpse of this
as I looked over the people attending
this meeting. Here were Venezuelan
Christians who a few years before
had not even heard of the Brethren
in Christ. Here were missionaries,
s o m e of w h o m had w o r k e d
hard and long with little to show for
their labor for several years. Here
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ban. They began to hold Bible studies and children's Sunday school
meetings in their apartment. From
these contacts they started Bible studies in the homes of interested families. They also began selling Bibles
and Christian books at the nearby
shopping center, stirring up a good
deal of interest and making new
community contacts. These ventures
grew to the point where the Gilmores worked with the people in
their fellowship to organize the
"Centro de Orientacion Cristiana."
They rented store space in the shopping center to house the growing

bookstore, while using the larger
part of the space for meetings, counseling, film showings, youth activities, and office space. About 40 people attended the dedication of this
new facility. It has greatly increased
the visibility of the church-planting
ministry.
Mike and Sherry Holland are
located in the neighboring community of Montalban Tres; they are involved in community witness there
and youth work in Montalban. The
Gilmores and the Hollands are involved in various ministries, including the bookstore, Christian coun-

Venezuelans and Nicaraguans mingle at anniversary celebration.

were the new missionaries, A1 and
Thata Book, visiting from the city of
Cagua where they had just moved
into a permanent home. With them
were Abraham and Isabel Perdomo
with their daughter, her husband,
and two children. Abraham and
Isabel had been members of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Cuba.
Now they had a business in Cagua
and were pleased with the church
planting effort there. Here were Enrique and Teresa Palacios from
Nicaragua, and here also to see them
was a doctor—son of one of Enrique's special pastor friends in
Nicaragua. The son, now living in
Caracas, expressed his desire to find
July 1986

the right church to attend. And here
was I, unofficially representing the
mother church in North America
and warmly moved by the "fellowship of the saints" in these daughter
churches.
The celebrations culminated on
Sunday evening with the presentation of a rousing cantata, "Song of
the Resurrection," sung by the choir
of the Presbyterian Prince of Peace
Church of Caracas. Again the chairs
were full, and again praises rose to
God. As we looked back and then
looked forward, we wondered what
God might accomplish in this next
year in the life of the church in
Venezuela.

seling, and worship services. Attendance at the worship services
now averages 60 people. One baptismal service was held in 1985. New
converts were prepared for baptism
this spring, and another baptismal
class is scheduled to begin. Members
have been received, and the Montalban Brethren in Christ Church now
is organized with its own deacon and
leaders.
Tim and Martha Giles returned to
the community of El Paraiso after
their furlough last November. Before
they left they had led a Bible study
and developed a children's weekly
ministry in their apartment. Tim was
also involved in witness and discipleship ministry to the neighboring
community of San Juan. While visiting shopkeepers in San Juan, Tim
discovered a small community of
English-speaking people from Trinidad and Grenada. Since they were
anxious to have Tim be their pastor,
a room was rented to serve as a meeting place, counseling room, and library. It is called Bethel, meaning
"the house of God." During the
Giles' furloughs, the Gilmores and
Hollands maintained these ministries.
This spring the planting of a Brethren
in Christ congregation is projected.
Alvin and Thata Book entered
Venezuela in February and are now
assured of missionary visas. They
are researching areas for ministry
from a base in the city of Cagua. A
Brethren in Christ family from Cuba
is located in this area. Alvin and
Thata spent several months in a
Guatemalan home receiving tutoring in Spanish. They are continuing
their language learning as they begin
their work in Cagua.
The Board for World. Missions
has decided to maintain four missionary couples in Caracas and the
surrounding towns for the next several years. There is always the possibility that Venezuelan Brethren in
Christ families may move to other
areas of Caracas. Specific decisions
would then need to be made regarding leadership in those areas.
As the Caracas church grows and
more missionaries are available, there
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are several other areas f o r possible
c h u r c h plantings within Venezuela.
T h r e e such are: (1) Valencia, an area
several h o u r s west of Caracas; (2)
M a r a c a i b o , the oil drilling capital of
Venezuela, located within one day's
drive of Caracas; (3) the twin cities of
Ciudad G u y a n a and Ciudad Bolivia,
the new iron ore a n d m a n u f a c t u r i n g
center of Venezuela, well t o the
s o u t h of Caracas. A n y definite plans
f o r such projects would require considerable research and prayer. Tentm a k i n g opportunities also exist in
Caracas, but they appear to be limited
t o t e a c h e r s in t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
School, well-qualified T E S L * personnel, and industry a n d business
executives. Tentmakers could be very
helpful in relating t o Venezuelan
Brethren in Christ w h o m o v e into
other areas of Caracas.
Prayer has played a m a j o r part in
the healthy g r o w t h of the church
p l a n t i n g in Caracas. In the words of
T i m a n d M a r t h a Giles, " T h r o u g h out the year, we have been very conscious of the prayers of God's people. It has been evident that the h a n d
of G o d has been moved."
Colombia
Several years a g o Bob a n d Carol
Geiger gave t w o years of service with
a n i n d e p e n d e n t mission in a rural
area of C o l o m b i a . In 1985 they
returned as Brethren in Christ church
planters. T h e Geigers spent several
years of f u r t h e r training between
times in C o l o m b i a . A f t e r prayer,
research, a n d counseling, they a n d
their three children m o v e d into Niza
N u e v a , a n enclosed c o m m u n i t y of
7,000 C o l o m b i a n s in Bogata. Already the Lord is blessing their
c h u r c h p l a n t i n g in Bogota. A Bible
study a n d o t h e r ministries are in
progress. T w o single w o m e n a n d a
self-supporting family are needed to
participate in c h u r c h planting in
Bogota.
A harvest f o r the Lord is ripe.
People are coming to the Lord
t h r o u g h Brethren in Christ Missions
in Latin America. P r a y with t h a n k s giving.
•

* Teaching English as a Second Language.
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od at work in our world
Trembling witness
George Bundy, Navajo Mission
If you could have been with us the
other evening as we participated in the
Carson Theological Education by Extension (TEE) group, you would have
sensed the struggle and triumph of witnessing. Pastor Jimmie and Wennie
Eaton and their daughter Virginia shared
their experience of testifying the previous Sunday evening. Virginia spoke of
her fear of going to the pulpit, but she
had prayed during the week, submitting
herself completely to the Lord. She felt
ready, even though she was shaking
when she did it. However, someone
responded in a negative way and challenged her publicly. Monday she asked
the Lord, "Have I really given myself to
you?" During the day she had an experience which assured her that the Lord
was truly with her. That evening a
mother and her nine children came to
ask about the way of salvation. The
mother had been present the previous
evening and had heard the testimony
and challenge. To their great joy, this
whole family has made their decision
and has come to Christ. The trembling
witness given in obedience to Christ
proved faithful.

A home in Cagua
Alvin and Thata Book— Venezuela
Thata: We are on the threshold of
our new ministry. Even now the way
seems obscure, but we know the Lord
goes with us. We have been transients
since July 1984, when we moved out of
our home in Pennsylvania.
Spanish is coming for us. We still feel
we have far to go. I do feel that the
one-to-one system which is used in Guatemala is an effective and fast way of
learning, even though it can be a really
stressful situation because of its intensity. I have so often thanked the Lord
for my excellent teacher with whom I
had a very good relationship. I miss her
now. She was Catholic, but we had fellowship in the Lord and talked easily of
spiritual things. I received a letter from
her. Writing in Spanish, she said, "I
found in you a sincere friend, a sister
with much love in Jesus Christ, because
you always gave me love, counsel and

understanding. I give you thanks for
your patience in hearing my problems. I
feel sad and miss you because of the
mornings and afternoons in the hour of
our prayers and songs of praise to God."
She was going through some difficult
personal problems which she shared
with me. And while I was struggling to
understand, I was receiving practice in
listening to Spanish. Often I wished I
could express myself to her more effectively. This kind of close, personal contact does not happen in a formal classroom situation.
We arrived in Venezuela February 16,
with 60-day tourist visas. These have
been extended for another 30 days. We
made our home with Mike and Sherry
Holland the first month. We moved to
Cagua March 17 and are living in the
home of a Venezuelan widow, a fine
Christian, Hermana Hilda. Before moving here we were able to purchase a car.
We have met people who have helped us
to make good contacts in the area. Alvin
secured a copy of the city planning map
and located the existing churches. The
area of Corinsa had no churches. We
drove through this suburb of Cagua and
found it a newly-developing community
with much building in process and more
planned and laid out.
Alvin: I inquired at the office concerning rentals which may be available
in Corinsa. We were directed to a home
across the street. We found that they
own a second house about two blocks
away which they are prepared to rent
with or without furniture. We looked at
the house and feel it has very good possibilities. Gord Gilmore's question to me
when he saw the sizeable carport/ covered patio area was, "Do you think you
could hold services here for two or three
years? My response was, "I'm not sure it
is good to hold services too long in your
own, or another's residence." However,
we have rented the house and now, after
almost two years, we again have a home.

Joys and responsibilities
Alice Dourte—Japan
An exciting part of this first year in
Tokyo is experiencing the change of seasons. In late March, white and hot pink
plum blossoms opened on our neighbor's trees. By the middle of April,
Evangelical Visitor

hundreds of trees in Koganei Park—
about a 15-minute bike ride away—will
be in full bloom. I just love spring and
Eastertime; don't you? On my way by
bike to the 6:00 a.m. Easter sunrise service, I impulsively shouted to the quiet
streets and houses, "The Lord is risen; he
is risen indeed!" I think the trees and
flowers know it and are responding.
In Japan, April is a month of beginnings: it's the start of a new fiscal year
for corporations and the government;
students are starting a new school year;
our church is beginning a new program
year, too. Even my English students
seem to be gearing for a fresh start.
After celebrating Easter, I'm ready
for a fresh start, too. I continue to enjoy
living in Japan, teaching English classes,
and working with the church here. But
during the past few months there have
been days when the thin layers of frustration piled up, and I haven't been sure
how to cope. I'm discovering that Bible
reading and prayer aren't signs of super
spirituality; they're survival skills. Also
having co-workers with whom I can talk
and pray has come to mean more and
more.
January through March, I taught
about 16 hours of English classes a
week. The new elementary children's
class has been fun, but the highlight was
a 12-week study of Proverbs in the
advanced businessmen's class. We sang
hymns together and discussed family
relationships, wealth, and a host of
other issues from a secular and biblical
perspective. Mr. Umezu, who isn't a
Christian yet, raised many questions
about Christianity and the Bible in our
final class on Proverbs that we will discuss Christianity vs. Buddhism, the
origin of the Bible—and who knows
what else, in our next class.
There's been a steady trickle of new
students coming to English classes.
From April on, Til be teaching 17 classes/
hours a week, four of which include
Bible study. Sometimes I am almost
overwhelmed by the privilege and responsibility of sharing Jesus Christ,
formally and informally, with these 75+
children and adults each week. Several
people from the church are taking an
active role in following up English class
contacts.
July 1986

Let's pray together that not only the
trees and flowers, but also the people of
Japan will respond to the wonderful
news that "the Lord is risen indeed!"

In transition
Marlin Zook—Japan
God is so good! I am really glad to be
alive and working in the service of the
King of kings. It is such a pleasure to see
people come alive and see themselves as
they really are in light of God's grace.
This is why I enjoy the work that God
has called me to do.
For each of us though, there comes a
time when things must be completed
and brought to a point of closure. This is
true about our time as missionaries in
Japan. While bringing work to a close
can be painful, I want to enjoy my present relationships to the full in the time I
have left. I want to give myself to the
work as completely as I can. This requires that I really live and focus on the
present. At the same time it is necessary
for us to pack, and I am getting rid of
many of the files that I have kept: mission meeting minutes, copies of financial
reports, correspondence, etc. The past is
gone and there is no reason to cling to
any of these things. As to the future, it is

still undecided. I have done what I can
from this distance, and I am content to
leave what cannot be done in the hands
of God. The past is gone; the future still
hasn't come; so I enjoy the present with
God.
The journaling classes are continuing,
and it is thrilling to see people get
excited about God and life. Through the
classes, people are beginning to see why
Christian fellowship and worship are
important. Thus the basic core of people
is being enlarged. It has been exciting for
me to have both Mr. and Mrs. Furuta
join in the classes this spring. It is even
more exciting to see Pastor Furuta stepping out in a number of new outreach
activities. He has started a class to introduce people to the Bible. He is also
teaching his own "journaling" class of
eight members. Other recent developments are that Mr. Furuta has been able
to find a better paying job and also a
cheaper house to rent. With these two
changes, the church can manage the
financial load without outside help.
Please pray for the church here in this
transition. God is bringing things together beautifully, and we praise him.
Pray also for our future ministry. We
want to be open to the leading of God in
finding a place where we can continue to
be of service.

The Threshold is High
by Doyle Book

The story of Brethren in
Christ missions in Japan
and the growth of the
Japanese church.

Available now from your
Christian Light Bookstore
Paper, 224 pages, $7.95 (U.S.)
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Qfwrck f\Jtews
Keith Ulery named
Director of Development
for Messiah Village
Keith D. Ulery has been named Director of Development and Public Relations for Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., effective July 1, 1986. He
replaces S. Lane Hostetter, who recently
was named general manager for Christian Light Bookstores.

Rev. Ulery served with Brethren in
Christ Missions in Africa for six years in

Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) and Zambia, and pastored for twelve years in
various Brethren in Christ pastorates.
He comes to Messiah Village after six
years of sales association with Engle
Business Equipment in Elizabethtown,
Pa. He is also serving concurrently as
church-planting pastor of the new Hershey (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church.

as assistant manager at a home for mentally retarded adults.
Sides is a member of the Nappanee
(Ind.) Brethren in Christ Church. Her
parents are Mary and Paul Sides of
Elkhart, Ind.

Jesse Bawel Ordained
The Brethren in Christ Church, Fordwich, Ontario, was the scene for the
ordination service of Jesse A. Bawel on
May 5, 1986.

Begins MCC
Atlanta assigment
Judy Sides of
Philadelphia, Pa.,
is beginning a twoyear Mennonite
Central Committee assignment in
Atlanta, Ga. She
will be working
as a refugee caseworker with the Christian Council of
Metropolitan Atlanta.
Sides received a bachelor's degree in
social work from Messiah College in
Grantham, Pa. She was last employed

The ordination sermon was preached
by Rev. John Rosenberry, pastor of

Roger Williams named executive director for media ministries board
Dwight Bert, chairman of the Board
for Media Ministries, recently announced
the appointment of Roger L. Williams
as executive director of the board. Currently living in Kansas, Roger and his
wife Margaret and their two children
will be moving to Nappanee, where he
will begin his duties August 1.

In making the announcement, Dwight
noted that Roger brings to the assignment considerable experience in the
areas of management and printing. Currently he is director of the printing service of Kansas State University. Prior to
that, he was manager of Mennonite
Press in Newton, Kans., where he had

Lloyd, Roger,
Margaret, and
Bronwynn Williams
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complete financial responsibility for that
firm.
In the mid-1970s, Roger was executive director of Kristen Press, Inc.,
Madang Papua, New Guinea, where he
had operational, financial, and policy
responsibilities for a church-owned publishing house, which included four bookstores.
In addition to these and other management positions, Roger is now serving
as a faculty member at Kansas State
University, teaching a course in printing
design. Former teaching assignments
were at South Dakota State Unviersity
and Arkansas State University. He is the
author of two books, both used at the
university level as textbooks in printing.
Roger replaces Elwyn Hock, who
until his resignation Feb. 1, 1986, was
both executive director of the Board for
Media Ministries and general manager
of Christian Light Bookstores. Ira Eyster, assistant chairman of the board, is
serving as acting executive director until
August 1.
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Jesse's home congregation. He and Jesse
have experienced a warm "Paul-Timothy" relationship. Bishop Harvey Sider
conducted the ordination ceremony and
delivered the charge.
The Big Valley Church, Belleville,
PA, was home to Jesse in his youth.
During several years of secular employment, he experienced a growing sense of
God's call. Interim pastoral leadership
at the Colyer and Granville Churches
provided opportunity to confirm this
call. Jesse, with his wife, Lorie, then
accepted pastoral assignment at Fordwich where they have served as the pastoral couple for three years.

Atlantic MPF Conference: "Ask of Me"
The Atlantic Regional Missions Prayer
Fellowship held its annual conference
on April 26, 1986, at the Perkiomen
Valley Brethren in Christ Church.
The Host Pastor, Frederick Geib,
welcomed the conference and brought
the devotional. Edna Kreider presided
throughout the day. During the business
session, Ila Brubaker, Esther Hess, and
Kathryn Funk were elected officers for
next year, with Faithe Light, currently
vice president, to serve as president.
Jeanette Dourte brought a detailed
report of Missions Sewing Auxiliary for
the past year, while a duet from the
Perkiomen Church and Glenna Hoar,

one of the speakers, provided special
music during the day.
Keynote speaker Louis Cober challenged the congregation to "Ask Largely
and Receive." Using the title "Asking
and Receiving," three speakers brought
interesting accounts of prayers and
answers from their respective fields of
service:
Glenna Hoar (Operation Mobilization), Kathy Kennedy (Japan), and William Hoke (India).
Ruth Sentz led the group in a concert
of prayer, entitled "The Music of
Prayer." At the close of the conference,
someone exclaimed, "My Lord, what a
day!"

Bible Quizzing

Cumberland Valley
wins 7th annual
Lancaster tournament
Approximately 175 quizzers, coaches
and officials met at the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church on Saturday, May
17, 1986, for the 7th Annual Lancaster
Bible Quiz Tournament. The tournament was marked by the evenness of the
teams, but when all was over, Cumberland Valley finished ahead of the pack!
There were two leagues quizzing in
ten different areas during the day. The
top two teams from each league (Cumberland Valley and Fellowship Chapel
in League A—Montgomery and Pequea
in League B) quizzed for the championship. Montgomery won the right to
meet Cumberland Valley in the finals.
David Helfrick of the Montgomery
team won the top scoring honors, followed closely in order by Scott White,
Wainfleet; Sherri Peachy, Cumberland
Valley; Tony Book, Mt. Pleasant; Cindy
Shirk, Pequea; Anthony Robles, Fellowship Chapel; Elaine Bauger, Hanover; Denise Foster, Cumberland Valley; Steve Byer, Springvale; Roger Wolgemuth, Lancaster B and Eric Hunsburger,
Palmyra/Perkiomen Valley.
The top ten teams in the tournament
were: Cumberland Valley, Montgomery,
Fellowship Chapel, Pequea, Grantham,
Wainfleet, Hanover, Springvale, Lancaster B and Highland. The other teams
were: Harrisburg, Lancaster A, Lost
Creek Brethren, Mt. Pleasant, Palmyra/
Perkiomen Valley; Refton, Skyline View,
and Speedwell Heights.
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Manor celebrates
100th anniversary
On April 20,1986, Manor Brethren in
Christ Church celebrated its one hundredth anniversary. A church building
was constructed in 1886 on land donated
by Benjamin Herr.
During the morning worship services
a unique glimpse into our past was provided by a group of Old Order River
Brethren who participated by showing
us their present mode of worship which
is very similar to the way our forefathers
worshiped. Then Rev. Henry N. Hostetter reflected on his long association with
Manor Church from the time he accepted Christ here through his service to
the congregation as pastor. The sermon
was preached by Rev. Myron Dietz of
the Old Order River Brethren. Ed
Schopf gave an "assent to the truth."
The choir closed the service with a stirring anthem based on the hymn "O God
Our Help in Ages Past, Our Hope for
Years to Come."

The evening service was a re-enactment of the first "Young People's Meeting" ever held at Manor Church. The
topic was "A Well-Equipped and Thoroughly Trained Soldier." Three of the
speakers were our present-day young
people. The fourth was Anna Engle who
spoke on the same topic that she did
when the program was first presented in
1918. (Anna admitted that she didn't
remember a word of what she said the
first time!) Music was provided by the
Frey Brothers Quartet (Glenn, Emerson, and Jay Frey, and brother-in-law
Joe Lehman) and by a choir consisting
of former choir members directed by
Emerson Frey. Roy Peterman, who was
pastor at Manor f r o m 1960-1970,
preached on the subject "Passing the
Torch."
Throughout the month of April a
"gallery" of photos and memorabilia
was on display. Other events such as the
showing of the film "And When They
Shall Ask" served to highlight our
heritage.

Left to right:
Ed Schopf; Rev.
John B. Hawbaker, senior
pastor; Rev.
Myron Dietz;
Rev. Henry
Hostetter.
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Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa.,
had a rally day, April 27. Morning activities
included a musical package by the Royal Sounds.
The Harry Myers family presented an evening
service on "Love." • On May 25 the Antrim congregation, Greencastle, Pa., enjoyed "Dramatic
Portrayals of W o m e n W h o Knew the Lord Jesus
Christ," written and performed by Melodie Narramore, Rosemead, Calif. • The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., planned a graduates'
dinner May 27. Dr. Luke Keefer, Jr., spoke.
Mike Russ, instructor at Messiah College with
an emphasis on the psychology and sociology of
sports, spoke to the Carlisle, Pa., congregation in
May on "Sport, Play, and the Christian." • The
Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., observed Children's Day, May 18, with Rev. Forrest
G o r d o n , speaker and magician. The day included
the children's choir, games, crafts, refreshments,
and a balloon launch. • Rev. Fred Holland, missionary on furlough f r o m Africa, shared in a missions conference May 17-18 with the Cedar Heights
congregation, Mill Hall, Pa. A carry-in fellowship
meal was enjoyed following the Sunday morning
service.
The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation enjoyed
the spring concert of the Gospel Tide Choir on
May 11. • The Clarence Center congregation,
N. Y., held an open house May 24 to welcome Paul
Leubner as full-time youth pastor. The church

Seven receive degrees
from Ashland seminary
Pictured above are the recent Brethren
in Christ graduates who received their
degrees as part of the 1986 Commencement service of Ashland Theological
Seminary (Ohio). Back row left to right:
Robert Verno (Englewood, Ohio) Doctor of Ministry; Dave Hoyt (Glen Cove,
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f\/oPes
sponsors a two-hour program of adult and youth
activities each Sunday night. • A 50th wedding
anniversary celebration was held May 10 for
Emmanuel and Gladys Hall of Hopewell, Pa., in
the Clear Creek church, Everett, Pa., of which
they are members. Guest speaker for the May 9
Clear Creek mother-daughter banquet was Betty
Bryant who talked on "Love at Home."
The Cumberland Valley congregation of Dillsburg, Pa., completed a capital fund campaign held
f r o m June 6-12, led by pastor Ray Bert, general
chairman Ron Potteiger, and stewardship consultant Dave McBeth, under the theme "Expanding
Our Vision." The money pledged will be used to
construct a new sanctuary and classroom space. •
Dr. K. B. Hoover spoke in the evening service on
May 18 to the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation on the
theme "A Ministry of Love and Hope." The Messiah Village Male Chorus also sang.
Spiritual growth and renewal services were held
May 17-21 by the Fairview Avenue congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa. A love feast initiated the meetings. Dr. Henry Ginder gave inspiring messages.
On June 1, children age two through sixth grade
participated in the mini-musical, "The Gospel
Ship." • Seven persons were baptized at the Five
Forks church, Waynesboro, Pa., in early May.
The Maranatha Class planned a family trip to the
Washington Zoo on May 31. • On May 11 the
musical "Bullfrogs and Butterflies" was presented
by the Junior Choir of the Grantham, Pa., congregation. Six members of the Grantham church
shared their experiences as Christian peacemakers

New York) Master of Divinity; Curtis
Link (Archbold, Ohio) Master of Divinity, Pastoral Psychology and Counseling; William Baublitz (Hanover, Pa.)
Master of Arts. Front row: Heather
Frey (Lancaster, Pa.) Master of Arts,
Pastoral Psychology and Counseling;
Keith Tyson (Collegeville, Pa.) Master
of Divinity; Peter von Keyserling (Ashland, Ohio) Master of Divinity.

in a May 11 open f o r u m sponsored by the Peace
and Social Justice Committee.
Donald Martin spoke to the Hollowell, Pa.,
congregation on May 18 on the theme, "The Message That Changed Our Home." A mother-daughter
banquet and a father-son fellowship were held on
May 16and 17. • The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation recently sponsored a Family Life Conference
with Dr. J o h n Yeatts on the theme "Christian
Families in Today's World." The church planned a
baptismal service for three persons on May 18. • A
summer Sunday school series, "Christian Financial Concepts," was planned for senior high and
adults at Morning Hour Chapel, East Berlin, Pa.,
with Carl Keefer, executive director of Christian
Services at Messiah Village, as teacher. A Sunday
school picnic was scheduled for June 22.
May 18 was Sunday school rally day at the Mt.
Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa. The five oldest
youth classes presented the program, followed by
an Italian carry-in meal. • Rev. W. Edward and
Martha Rickman have accepted the invitation of
the Chambersburg area church planting steering
committee to lead the new West Side congregation. The Rickmans currently serve the Wainfleet,
Ont., congregation. They plan to begin their new
assignment on August 1. • The Fifth Annual Heritage Service was planned for June 1 at the Historic Ringgold Meeting House, Ringgold, Md.,
with Martin Schrag, speaker, and Dwight T h o m as, songleader. The order of service reflected the
mode of worship during the early years of the
brotherhood.

Atlantic Conference
Tony Campolo's film series, "I Have Decided to
Live Like a Believer" was presented at the Conoy
church, Elizabethtown, Pa., Sunday evenings,
April 27-June 8. The ladies of the Conoy congregation enjoyed a mother-daughter banquet May
15 with speaker Naomi Lederach, counselor at
Phil-Haven Mental Health Center, and soloist
Sara Miller of Palmyra, Pa. • The Elizabethtown,
Pa., congregation planned a summer of varied
Sunday school activities, including a presentation
by Paul Hostetler on Cooperative Ministries, the
film series "Ordering Your Private World," a
multi-generational experience throughout August,
and a program by the Pennsylvania Council on
Alcohol Problems.
Bruno Schottstaedt, pastor f r o m East Berlin,
Germany, spoke May 11 to the Lancaster, Pa.,
congregation on "Experiences in a Local Church
in East Germany." • The Manor congregation,
Mountville, Pa., held a spiritual life conference in
May with speaker Ravi Zacharias. • Five persons
were baptized in the morning service, May 18, at
the Mt. Pleasant church, Mt. Joy, Pa. A special
ladies' choir was planned for the June 15 Father's
Day service. • A farewell dinner and program were
planned at the Palmyra, Pa., church on June 15
for the Ethan G r a m m family.
Dr. Gerald Hess, professor of biology, Messiah
College, spoke May 18 to the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., on "Genetic Engineering and
Its Implications for Christians." The congregation
enjoyed a family camping weekend. May 23-26. •
The youth of the Refton, Pa., congregation spend
May preparing and presenting the musical "The
Race Is On." The Refton church planned an outdoor vesper communion service for June 29.
The Shenks Christ's Crusaders, Elizabethtown,
Pa., planned a variety of spring activities: a Slave
Day May 10; a bike hike May 17; and a fellowship
night May 18. • The Atlantic Youth Task Force
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presented the play "The Robe" directed by Greg
Rider May 31 and J u n e 1 at the Conoy church,
Elizabethtown, Pa.

Canadian Conference
On Mother's Day, May 11, f o u r baby boys were
dedicated during the morning worship service at
the Bertie church, Stevensville, Ont. In the evening
service, Mrs. Dorothy Grove spoke about the
needs in Somalia. • The Bridlewood congregation,
Agincourt, Ont., planned an all-church outing and
picnic at Centre Island on June 7. • On April 20,
George and Margaret Jenner f r o m Cambridge
shared in music with the Cheapside congregation,
Nanticoke, Ont. He shared of his life and work as a
piano tuner, and of overcoming the handicap of
blindness.
A youth camp-out was planned for the Crossroads Memorial congregation, Guelph, Ont., June
13-15 at Pinehurst Camp, with speaker J o h n Tute,
f o r m e r youth pastor at Stayner and graduate of
E m m a n u e l Bible College. • The Family Fellowship Committee of the Heise Hill congregation,
Gormley, Ont., planned a visit to the Tulip Festival at Cullen Gardens on May 12. • The Messiah
College Team "Morning Star" presented a program of singing and testimony May 5 for the
Houghton congregation, Langton, Ont.
The Port Colborne, Ont., congregation had a
missions conference May 3-4. Saturday evening
featured an international potluck meal followed
by the d r a m a , "Siakuyasamuliso—The Man W h o
Shoots in the Eyes." The play portrays the life of
M y r o n Taylor, missionary to Africa. The Sunday
programs focused on "Where I A M in the World,"
with Louis Cober, Fannie Longenecker, and Chris
Book. • The Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., held a Sunday school seminar May 24.
Speakers were Craig Sider of the Upper Oaks
congregation, Oakville, Ont., Hugh and Annie
Jamieson, Hamilton, and Rev. Harold Sherk of
the Boyle congregation, St. Ann's, Ont.
May 4, Doug Lichty was installed as assistant
pastor for 12 weeks for the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont. Pastor J o h n Zuck officiated, assisted by Deacon Richard Dorsch. Doug
is a student at Emmanuel Bible College in Kitchener. • Marilyn Wilhelm was the speaker for the
May 5 "ladies only" spring potluck banquet at the
Sherkston, Ont., church. Monique Tute, recent
graduate of E m m a n u e l Bible College, brought the
special music. • There was a Family Fishing Derby
May 16-19 at C a m p Kaquah.

Central Conference
The Amherst, Ohio, congregation has been contributing to a missions transportation expense
fund for Tim and Lynette Hershberger's trip to
serve in Zambia. • The Beulah Chapel congregation looked at "Effectively Praying for the Pastor"
in the May 25 evening service. • The Senior Citizens of the Christian Union congregation, Garrett,
Ind., recently entertained the Homebuilders class
for supper. The Youth for Christ singing group
"Skywatch" brought the evening service on May
18. The g r o u p consists of 18 high school students
f r o m Indiana and Michigan.
The Dayton, Ohio, congregation enjoyed a picnic at the Memorial Holiness C a m p on May 25
after the morning service. • On April 20, the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, hosted the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation for the viewing
of "When They Shall Ask," an inspiring historical
film a b o u t the Mennonites in Russia. The Fair-
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New organ, renovated
sanctuary dedicated
The Chino Brethren in Christ Church was
alive with the sounds of music recently as the
congregation celebrated the addition of a
computerized organ and the remodeling of
the sanctuary.
The new Allen Digital 5000 Computer
organ was featured in the morning worship
service as Sandra (Martin) Musser, a Messiah College music graduate, performed a
dedicated recital as part of Pastor Herb
Anderson's message.
In addition to the new organ, the church
view congregation was invited to a reception at the
Ashland, Ohio, church following the graduation
ceremonies of Fairview pastor Bob Verno f r o m
Ashland Theological Seminary on May 24.
The Peace Chapel congregation, Ravenna, Ohio,
initiated two special Sunday morning services in
June. The Peace Chapel youth group, PAZ, maintained a busy May schedule, including a trip to the
Cleveland Art Museum and participation in "Clean
Up Ravenna Day." • The Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, planned to sponsor the Tuslaw Men's Prayer Breakfast on June 7. Sippo
Valley pastor Dale Jurkovich graduated from
Clarksville Theological Seminary on June 19.
The Union Grove congregation, New Paris,
Ind., planned a trip to Pacific Garden Mission in
Chicago on June 14. • The Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati- Ohio, held revival meetings
May 18-21 with Rev. Arthur Climenhaga. The
congregation also planned a family banquetmystery dinner for June 7 as a bridge building
opportunity toward the community.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene, Ks., congregation received four
persons into membership on April 27. The H.I.S.
Club held a fun fair night on April 20 as its final
meeting of the year. The children, inclusive of
kindergarten through grade 8, enjoyed an "Activity Day" May 31. Proceeds of the bike-a-thon of
the day went to Dennis and Janette Fulton, mis-

sanctuary has been given a complete facelift.
Most of the work has been done by church
members. There are also plans to paint the
entire campus exterior in the next several
weeks and to establish a memorial prayer
garden. This will be dedicated to the memory
of Brian Hamilton, one of the youth in the
congregation who recently died in a traffic
accident caused by a drunk driver.
Pastor Anderson said the church renovation may help encourage new membership.
"Long term members will come no matter
what, but when you want to appeal to the
community, you have to look like you're
ready for company."
sionaries to Zaire. • The Dallas Center, Iowa,
congregation held revival services April 16-27 with
speaker Rev. Charles Norman, Herington, Ks.,
and Mrs. Norman, vocalist. A carry-in sandwich
and salad supper was enjoyed as one of the final
activities on April 27.
The Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation has
planned a variety of summer fellowship activities:
May 18 and July 20 picnics, a June 22 Galilean
(lakeside) service, and an August roller skating
party. • Bible school for the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., was scheduled for June 9-13. June
4 marked the beginning of mid-week prayer and
Bible study services. • The Zion congregation,
Abilene, Ks., reports that Sunday school attendance for the first quarter of 1986 was up 29 percent
f r o m last year. A June 1 Family Day was planned
with the theme "The Nature of Christ." Families
were asked to prepare a skit, song, or drama;
graduates were honored; and various types of
recreation were offered.

Pacific Conference
According to an article of incorporation filed
with the State of Oregon, the Pacific Highway
Community Church is the new name of the former
Labish Brethren in Christ Church. The reason
given for the new name is to help avoid confusion
with another Labish church o f a different denomination. • Members of the Riverside, Calif., congregation were urged to send letters supporting the
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"We don't say much
about money . .
by Paul Hostetler
The giving to Cooperative Ministries
at the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church
is generous—more than 30 percent of
total receipts. With a 1986 budget of
$132,000, the amount labeled for Cooperative Ministries is $40,000.
When I asked Pastor Gerald Wingert
how that came to be, he, characteristic
of his self-effacing attitude, did not take
much credit. "The giving pattern of the
congregation when we came here in
1974 was 25 percent for church ministries," he noted, "and that percentage
has slowly grown."
He went on to say that it was his
privilege to build on a good foundation
at Pequea, put in place by former pastors and lay leaders. The church has
been on a budget plan for more than 20
years, with each offering including a
percentage for church ministries away
from home. "Very few special offerings
have been received," he shared, "and
that is still true today."
He then illustrated his point. When
two girls from the congregation went
into Voluntary Service with another
missions board in the late '70s, that
board made it clear they expected support from the home congregation. But
the board was informed that such support was not forthcoming from the
Pequea budget. As could be expected, of
course, there were some individual direct
gifts toward the girls' support, but not
on the congregational budget level.
As pastors and other local leaders
know, it is hard to hold the line here.
Good causes, including those involving
people from the congregation, have
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much emotional appeal for funds. All
too often, giving such support causes an
erosion of the Cooperative Ministries
base. The church board and pastors at
Pequea have done well in holding the
line in this respect.
Gerald and Lucille (Lady) Wingert
were my classmates at Messiah College
in the late forties. Even then they were
sincere, devoted Christians and rocksolid Brethren in Christ. In the intervening years they served faithfully in pastorates in Altoona, Pa. (four years), Orlando, Fla. (nine years), Rolling Acres,
Tenn. (eight years), and Pequea, near
Lancaster, Pa. (for the past 12 years).
Paul Keefer joined the staff as associate pastor in 1984. Although that
added a sizable amount to the operational budget, Pequea held steadfast in
its giving to general ministries.
You may wonder how this interest
and support level for Cooperative Ministries is kept high at Pequea. From time
to time people are brought in to tell
about church ministries during the
morning worship service. "And we always try to get someone who inspires
us," the pastor stated. Once each month
the Missions Prayer Fellowship provides a "Focus on Missions" in the
morning worship.
The pastors also use the offering spot
to inform and promote outreach ministries. They say things like "Thirty cents
of every dollar you give goes to support
our ministries around the world." They
tell their people to support Brethren in
Christ ministries "because we know how
the money is being used."

At times carefully chosen visuals are
projected on a screen to add to the quality of what is being said about the ministries of the brotherhood. Special projects are supported by the Junior Worship Group, Ken Letner had been there
to talk about congregational life, and
other speakers have given up-to-date
information about church planting, to
name additional promotion methods.
From time to time they bring in a
speaker from Messiah College. When
Dr. David Brandt, College Dean, was
asked to speak at Pequea, he was requested to preach a sermon instead of
giving a "college talk." Wisely, he gave
an inspiring and challenging message,
and the people were delighted. He was
invited back.
With such a strong outreach emphasis at Pequea through the years, it comes
as no surprise that Cindy Hess, a local
girl, has just completed two years of
Voluntary Service at Montreal Lake
Children's Home. And that Jim and
Letha (Brubaker) Zook are Voluntary
Service Directors at Fellowship Chapel
in the Bronx. These people are merely
the most recent of various missionaries
and Voluntary Service workers who
have gone forth to serve from this
congregation.
Pastor Wingert paused thoughtfully
after sharing the above information. He
then, concluded, "We really don't say a
lot about money at Pequea. We just lift
up the brotherhood's ministries and
needs."
It seems to be working.

Evangelical Visitor

Peace T a x Bill to their congressmen. Samples
could be detached f r o m the May newsletter,
signed, and mailed.
The Upland, Calif., congregation planned a
Board of Christian Education Banquet on June 4
for all graduates of 8th grade, high school, technical school, and u n d e r g r a d u a t e and graduate
schools. Music "from Bach (J.S.) to Bock (Fred)"
was enjoyed by the congregation in a June 8 "Let's
Just Praise the Lord" service presented by the
Chancel Choir. Also included in the evening was
special recognition of Aaron Stern, retiring regional
director of church planting.
In his newsletter, Rev. Stern reports news of the
following churches:
The Chino Hills congregation has had four new
families in attendance since the start of 1986. • The
Glendora congregation, Azusa, Calif., is working
on improved discipleship. Toward this goal, they
are starting "house-church" groups. • The Living
Word congregation, West Covina, Calif., together
with the Hope Country congregation, Baldwin
Park, Calif., experienced deep revival April 28May 4 with Pastor Freddy Negrete. People filled
the f r o n t of the church each evening after the
invitation. • Three new families have been added
this year to the Waukena, Calif., congregation.

David and Lori McCombs, Bertie congregation,
Ont.

and Mrs. Raymond Hatton, Welland, Ont., January 6.

Minor: Andrew Thomas, March 31; James
and Wendy Minor, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Hawkins-Marcum: Patsy Jean, daughter of
Mrs. Maud Marcum, Clendenin, W. Va., and
Daniel S., son of Denzile and L a m a Hawkins,
Alamo, Texas, June 29, 1985, at the Reamer Gospel Tabernacle, Clendenin, W. Va.

Osburn: Kathryn Ann, Nov. 11; Phil and Carol
(Riegle) Osburn, Guelph, Ont.
Oswald: Travis Lee, April 26; Tom and Lu Ann
Oswald, Martinsburg congregation, Pa.
Roland: Dennis Lamar, Jr., May 4; Dennis
and Suzie Roland, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Schmidt: Nadine Andrea, November 16; Karl
and Brigitte Schmidt, Bertie congregation, Pa.
Shenk: Donald Jaye, May 14; Donald and
Becky (Wenger) Shenk, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Sherk: A m a n d a Lynn, April 24; Larry and
Linda Sherk, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Silvestro: Derrick Antony, April 14; chosen
son of Rick and Faye Silvestro, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Smith: Erica Marie, May 5; Steve and Nancy
Smith, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Stephens: Emily Jean, April 14; Clayton and
Laura Stephens, Palmyra congregation, Pa.
Strait: Jason Matthew, May 18; David and
Nancy Strait, Mechanicsburg, Pa.

For the Record
Births
Alcott: Joy Danelle, February 20; George and
Christine (Rittenhouse) Alcott, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Bauman: C h r i s t o p h e r Luke, Daniel M a r k ,
Juanita Gwen, Maria Dawn; May 4; Troy and
Jeseen (Dourte) Bauman, Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa. (See additional entry on page 26,
column 2.)
Brown:Rebecca, May 1; Eric and Helen Brown,
Palmyra congregation, Pa.

Thompson: Andrew Fletcher, Dennis John,
Peter Joseph; May 16; Wally and Jill Thompson,
Fairview Avenue congregation, Pa.
Tome: Jeremiah David, April 20; David and
Karen (Gobrecht) Tome, Pleasant View congregation, Pa.
Wetzler: Amanda Sue, May 20; Bryon and
Cheryl Wetzler, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.
Wood: David Wayne, Jr., December 20; David
and Lorena Wood, Palm Valley congregation,
Texas.
Wurster: Brittany Marie, April 25; Alan and
Carolyn Wurster, Sherkston congregation, Ont.

Brubaker: Lynn Joseph, March 31; Jay and
Bonny Brubaker, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Carter: Laura Kristin, April 13; Fred and Caroline (Deaton) Carter, Glendora congregation,
Calif.
Cober: Philip Jeremy, May 7; Philip and Lenore
Cober, Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Herman: Jason Paul, April 30; Ken and Regina Herman, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Kawate: Keiko, April 30; T o r u and D o r a
(Myers) Kawate, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.
Kipp: J a s o n Ryan, April 12; Bernard, Jr., and
Penny (Klahre) Kipp, Clear Creek congregation,
Pa.
Landis: Brett, January 23; J o h n and Lucy
(Engle) Landis, Sandia congregation, N.M.
Long: Britney Ann, May 5; J. Kenneth and
Heidi (Hess) Long, Manor congregation, Pa.
Long: Holly Grace, April 16; Robert and Kimbra Long, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
MacEachern: J o n a t h a n Michael, May 22;
Michael and Dawn (Bossert) MacEachern, Bertie
congregation, Ont.
Marr: Daniel Jonathan, May 2; John and
Kenda Marr, Bertie congregation, Ont.
McCombs: David Kenneth Russell, April 25;
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Weddings
Barnes-Boyer: Lisa Sharon, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. James E. Boyer, Mt. Joy, Pa., and Thomas Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Barnes,
Sr., Harrisburg, Pa., April 19 in the Conoy
Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev. Kenneth L.
Engle officiating.
Drawbaugh-Frombaugh: Susan Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Frombaugh, Newville, Pa., and Terry Rae Drawbaugh, Newville,
May 10 at the Montgomery Brethren in Christ
Church, Mercersburg, Pa., with Rev. Lome G.
Lichty officiating.
Fry-Shenk: Darlene F., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel Shenk, Conestoga, Pa., and J o h n L.,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fry, Lititz, Pa., April 12
at the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Gifting-Risser: Kathleen M., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry W. Risser, Jr., New Providence,
Pa., and Charles A., son of Mr. and Mrs. Allen P.
Giffing, Peach Bottom, Pa., May 3 at the Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., with
Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Hatton-Main: Lisa, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Main, Wainfleet, Ont., and Mark, son of Mr.

Hawkins-Wittenburg: Ginger Lee, daughter of
Larry and Alma Wittenburg, Alamo, Texas, and
Dowell Timothy, son of Denzile and L a m a Hawkins, Alamo, February 15 in the Palm Valley
Brethren in Christ Church, Pharr, Texas, with
Rev. Henry Landis officiating.
Hess-McCarty: Staci, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William I. McCarty, Conestoga, Pa., and
Jeffrey Douglas, son of Mr. and Mrs. William M.
Hess, Washington Boro, Pa., April 26 in the
M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church, Columbia, Pa.,
with J o h n B. Hawbaker officiating.
Inthof-Seburn: Kimberly, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur S e b u m , Niagara Falls, Ont., and
Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. Klaas Inthof, Durham, Ont., May 3 in Falls View Brethren in Christ
Church, Niagara Falls, Ont., with Rev. Dwayne
Hulett and Rev. Rick McCorkindale officiating.
Kannegg-Gleim: Kimberley Sue, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gleim of Newville, Pa., and
Ted Scott, of Mt. Holly Springs, April 12 at the
Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church, Mercersburg, Pa., with Rev. L o m e G. Lichty officiating.
Kronawetter-Metzger: Darlene, daughter of
Mrs. Minerva Metzger, Millersville, Pa.,and Eric,
son of Mrs. Iona Kronawetter, Shippensburg, Pa.,
and Mr. Richard Kronawetter, Sr., Zephyrhills,
Fla., May 17 in the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church, Columbia, Pa., with Rev. Ira Fortna and
Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating.
Lehman-Cattermole: Debra Marie, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Cattermole, Royersford,
Pa., and David Alan, son of Christian and
Mozelle Lehman, Lancaster, Pa., April 19 in the
Trinity Evangelical C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h ,
Royersford, Pa., with Rev. Richard Cattermole
and Rev. J o h n B. Hawbaker officiating.
Long-Robb: Kendra, daughter of Earl and
Myrtle Robb, Milheim, Pa., and Barry, son of
Nathan and Violet Long, Mill Hall, Pa., May 31 at
the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John L. Bundy officiating.
Marr-Kiss: Kimberly, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Kiss, Wellandport, Ont., and J o n a than, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Marr, Wainfleet, Ont., May 3 in the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman
officiating.
Marshall-Angle: Macolynn Terri, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Angle, and Richard
Eugene, son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Marshall,
Sr., April 19 in the Fairview Avenue Brethren in
Christ Church, Waynesboro, Pa., with Rev. Lynn
Thrush officiating.
McQuait-Heefner: Karen H e e f n e r and Ed
McQuait, May 10 in the Hollowell Brethren in
Christ Church, Waynesboro, Pa., with Rev. Robert
G. Byers officiating.
Miller-Foor: Linette Elaine, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Philip Foor, Breezewood, Pa., and Roy
Alan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Miller, Everett,
Pa., April 26 in the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Curtis E. Bryant and Rev. Earl
Lehman officiating.
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Shanholtz-Snowberger: Debra, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Snowberger, and Jerrin,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Shanholtz, April 12 in
the Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating.
Sheffer-Hartwig: Kristine Ruth, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Hartwig, Stayner, Ont., and
Richard David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Sheffer, Stayner, May 10 in the Stayner Brethren
in Christ Church.
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Starr-Alsedek: Susan, daughter of Richard and
Karen Alsedek, Fayetteville, Pa., and Michael A.,
son of Sheldon and Marie Starr, Chambersburg,
Pa., May 10 in the Trinity Lutheran Church,
Chambersburg, with Rev. Barton Starr and Rev.
Kenneth Spangler officiating.
Stinecker-Newberry: Sherry, daughter of Barbara Newberry, Dayton, Ohio, and Carl, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Stinecker, Dayton, May 17 in
the Dayton Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Henry G. Chafin officiating.
Tiedemann-Besecker: Julie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Besecker, Waynesboro, Pa.,and
David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tiedemann,
Waynesboro, December 14 in the Five Forks
Brethren in Christ Church, Waynesboro, with
Rev. James Esh, Wilbur Besecker, and Rev. W.
Rupert Turman officiating.
Todd-Steckley: Janice Ruth, daughter of Lloyd
and Ruth Steckley, Richmond Hill, Ont., and
Alexander David, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. K.
Todd, Thornhill, Ont., April 19 in the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church, Gormley, Ont.

S u b m i s s i o n to C h u r c h L e a d e r s
1. D e f i n i n g c h u r c h l e a d e r s h i p

Day
F
S

Shertzer-Moll: Terri L., daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Carl E. Moll, Manheim, Pa„ and Scott D.,
son of Melvin and Kathryn Shertzer, Millersville,
Pa., May 3 in the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church, Columbia, Pa., with Rev. Robert L.
Sheetz officiating.

Obituaries
Bauman: Christopher Luke and Juanita Gwen,
born May 4, 1986, died the same day; Daniel
Mark, born May4, 1986,died May 22,1986. They
were survived by their parents, Troy and Jeseen
(Dourte) Bauman; a sister, Marie Dawn, born the
same day; grandparents, Jesse and Wilma Dourte,
and Charlotte and Mark Bauman; great-grandparents, Monroe Dourte, J. Howard and Minerva
Young, and Ernest and Grace Bauman. Graveside
services were conducted at Mastersonville, Pa.,
with Rev. Daryl Climenhaga officiating.
Considine: A memorial service was conducted
by Rev. John L. Bundy on May 16 at the YostGedon Funeral Home, Lock Haven, for James
Anthony Considine of Mill Hall, Pa. Mr. Considine died April 27 in the Susque-View Home,
Lock Haven.
Dean: Clarence Cyrus Dean, Wainfleet, Ont.,
born February 25, 1911, died May 12, 1986. He is
survived by his wife, Alice (Pitman); two sons,
Arthur and Robert; and four grandchildren. He
attended the Port Colborne Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. James R. Cober and Rev. Edward Rickman. Interment was in the M o r g a n s Point
Cemetery.
Heisey: Mabel M. Heisey, born April 23, 1892,
in Manor Township, Pa., died May 4, 1986, in

Lititz, Pa., aged 94 years. She is survived by 5
children, J. Irvin, John C., Elvin N., Clayton N.,
and Vergie Lauver; 16 grandchildren and 8 greatgrandchildren. Her husband, John P. Heisey, died
in April 1951. The funeral was held at the Stehman
United Methodist Church, Millersville, Pa., with
Rev. Ira C. Fortna and Rev. Donald W. Good
officiating. Interment was in Millersville Mennonite Cemetery.
Hogan: Harry James, born November 2, 1900,
in Quebec, died May 4,. 1986, in Scarborough,
Ont. He is survived by his wife, Myrtle (Steckley),
and one daughter, Joyce Roadknight. He was a
member of the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ
Church, where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Leonard J. Chester. Interment was in the
Heise Hill Cemetery.
Hurley: Aaron James Hurley, infant son of
Arthur and Mary Hurley, born December 11,
1985, died March 11, 1986. Aaron had been dedicated March 2 at the Sandia Brethren in Christ
and Mennonite Church, Albuquerque, N.M. Rev.
Darrel Brubaker officiated at the funeral service.
Interment was at Albuquerque.
Karstetter: Harry A. Karstetter, 95, of Howard, Pa., died March 20, 1986, in the Altoona
Veterans Administration Hospital. Born in Loganton on February 11, 1891, he was the son of
Michael and Mary Karstetter. He married the
former Delia Allen in 1961. Surviving beside his
wife are three stepsons and two stepdaughters.
Rev. John L. Bundy conducted the funeral service
at the Helt Funeral Home, Beech Creek, Pa.
Interment was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery, Mill
Hall.
Keckler: Mary A. Keckler, born September 26,
1926, died April 27, 1986. Surviving are her husband, Paul; a daughter, Deborah Stinson; a son,
P. Dana; and five grandchildren. Mary was a
member of the Hollowell Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Robert G. Byers. Interment was in
Brown's Mill Cemetery, Kaufman Station, Pa.
Mrs. Keckler was active in the nursery and the
missions sewing auxiliary of the church.
Miller: Daryl E. Miller of Hesston, Ks., born
September 2, 1945, died February 1, 1986, in
Wichita, Ks., following a short illness. On August
17, 1968, he married Carol L. Winger at Grantham, Pa. He graduated from Messiah College in
1969. He is survived by his wife and three sons, J.
Bradley, Derek D., and Kevin D., all at home. He
was a member of the Mennonite Brethren Church
in Hesston. Services conducted held by Rev. Lynn
Jost at the Hesston College Church and interment
was at the Grantham Memorial Park with Rev.
Glenn Frey and Rev. Alden Long officiating.
Strouse: Services for 17-month-old Charles L.
Strouse, son of Roger and Sharon Strouse, Mill
Hall, Pa., were held May 14 at the Yost-Gedon
Funeral Home in Lock Haven. Pastor John L.
Bundy of the Cedar Hill congregation officiated.
Interment was in Mount Pleasant Cemetery,
Rosecrans.
Wolfe: Lloyd Wolfe, born January 2, 1897,
died April 25, 1986. He is survived by his wife,
Rosie Light Wolfe; 4 children, Eugene, Dorothy,
John, and Frances; 15 grandchildren and 9 greatgrandchildren. Lloyd and Rosie were one of the
founding families of the Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa. They had been married for
63 years. Funeral services were held at the Buch
Funeral Home with Richard Gordon and Rev.
Robert Miller officiating. Interment was at Ruhl's
United Methodist Church.
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Messiah
College
News
"The Messiah College of the 1990s
will be a well-managed, financiallysound, comprehensive Christian liberal
arts institution," reads the new longrange plan for Messiah. The approval of
the plan titled "Blueprint for the Future,"
along with the decision to allocate an
additional $500,000 in student financial
aid for the 1986-87 year, highlighted
actions taken May 8-9 by the Messiah
College Board of Trustees.
The long-range plan reaffirms the college's basic commitment to provide a
quality education while emphasizing the
integration of faith with life, the importance of the person, the significance
of community, discipline and purposeful living, and service and reconciliation
in all aspects of college life.
Some of the new goals detailed in the
plan are to reduce the student/faculty

ratio from 18:1 to 17:1, significantly
increase library holdings, sponsor more
faculty development opportunities, and
integrate the use of technology into the
curriculum—such as one computer work
station for every ten students.
Other goals include continuing efforts
aimed at creating a sense of community
on campus and developing curriculum
to further integrate faith and learning.
The student population of the 1990s will
be more diverse than the current population, and will be required to participate in a cross-cultural experience.
The board also reaffirmed that the
potential introduction of a four-year
degree program at Grantham in the field
of engineering continue to be studied.
According to Dr. Ernest Boyer, chairman of the Board of Trustees, several
new trustees were selected to fill board
terms expiring June 30. They are Bert
Criste, a businessman from Baltimore;
Melvin Eyster, an agribusinessman from
Oklahoma; Henry Rhoads, senior partner in a Harrisburg law firm; Nancy
Riegsecker, a homemaker from Upland,
Calif.; and Bob Washburn, an invest-

Two of the resolutions adopted by 1986 Convention

NAE Convention Resolutions
Hunger and Poverty
The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) commends those member
denominations, churches, organizations
and individuals who have been reaching
out to the poor and hungry. We need to
give sacrificially to help our neighbors.
However, solutions to hunger and poverty must be grounded in faith in God,
commitment to work, personal responsibility and family solidarity. As evangelicals, we must model these values
even as we care for the needs of the poor.
As they see Christ's love in us, our evangelistic witness will become more credible.
Our concern for meeting physical
needs is rooted in Scripture. Biblical
doctrines such as the creation of man
(Gen. 2:7), the incarnation of Jesus
Christ (John 1:14) and the resurrection
of the body (1 Cor. 15:4-8) testify to
God's concern for people's physical
needs. While our Lord's primary mission was to die for the sins of many
(Mark 10:45), He demonstrated God's
mercy and compassion by healing the
sick and feeding the hungry. The Bible
July 1986

teaches us to "do good to all men, especially to those of the household of faith"
(Gal. 6:10). We are to be rich in good
deeds, to be liberal and generous and to
show hospitality to strangers (1 Tim.
6:18; Heb. 13:2,3). Moreover, the Scriptures bluntly warn us that if we close our
hearts against a needy brother, the love
of God does not abide in us (1 John
3:17).
These Christian duties are especially
relevant because the number of Americans who are periodically hungry or
malnourished totals in the millions according to reliable sources. Limited
government resources and the ineffectiveness of some government programs
make personal and private sector assistance essential. Christians may disagree
about appropriate government roles,
and they should debate political prescriptions for addressing human needs.
However, most would agree that government programs alone are no panacea for
the problem of poverty. Therefore, individually and corporately, evangelicals
have the duty and privilege to minister

ment banker from Rhode Island. Outgoing trustees are Curtis Byer, Kathleen
Fackler, Roy Hess, Dr. Donald Minter,
and Dr. Robert Worman.
In addition, Martha Rowland Eshelman, Rochester, NY ('85) was appointed
to the board as young alumnus. Clyde
Horst, a Lancaster businessman who
chaired the Focus on Wholeness capital
campaign, was given life trustee status.
John Sollenberger, of Chambersburg,
was named Trustee Emeritus.
In other board action, President D.
Ray Hostetter continued a long tradition of presenting a balanced budget for
1985-86 to the Board of Trustees. The
budget for the current fiscal year is
$18,870,200. The 1986-87 budget, which
includes the $500,000 increase in financial aid, was approved at $20,400,000.
Tuition will increase by nine percent
for 1986-87, to a total of $5,670 per year.
A slight increase in student enrollment is
projected. The size of the class entering
this fall is expected to match the size of
last fall's freshman class—500 students.
Total enrollment, however, will rise
from just under 1,850 to about 1,875.

to people in need. By so doing, we give
integrity to our witness and bring moral
and spiritual renewal to our land.
Apartheid
In light of the tensions, unrest and
bloodshed in the Republic of South
Africa, the National Association of Evangelicals wishes to express its oneness
with our Christian brothers and sisters
of all races in that nation and to assure
them of our prayers for peace and
justice.
Furthermore, we reaffirm our statement on Race and Racial Minorities
adopted in 1956, namely: "We are opposed to discriminatory practices against
people on the basis of race"; and we
reaffirm our resolution adopted in 1965:
"We deplore violent means to achieve or
to prevent the achievement of civil
rights." It is our firm conviction that the
practice of apartheid is an affront to a
just God and is contrary to the Bible's
teaching. We lift up to God all the peoples in South Africa that they might
resolve their differences by peaceful
means in a spirit of brotherhood and
love. We will pray and work for a speedy
and peaceful end to this injustice in the
Republic of South Africa.
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Dear Paul,
This will be a short letter—simply
because I'm in a hurry and not because I
have so little to write about! I thought
I'd dash this off to you during the noon
hour. In just a little while the 109th General Conference of the Brethren in Christ
will get under way here in the Ivor
Wynne Center at Mc Master University.
I guess you attended "General Conference" too, didn't you? I can't imagine
it being anything like this. At least,
Luke's account of the Jerusalem council
(Acts 15) and your comments in your
letter to the Galatians certainly do not
communicate what l a m seeing and feeling as I sit here now. Your Jerusalem
council, as it is perceived 2000 years
later, seems so straight forward, so
"heavy"; no parliamentary maneuvering
or timed speeches. (It is hard to imagine
Peter making an amendment to the
amendment motion—although come to
think of it, I wouldn't put it past this
impatient fisherman to "call for the previous question" so he could get on with
the business!)
I think some of us would be quite
content to do without the structure and
time restraints in our deliberations. We
might even be inclined to trade places
with you, Paul, in the hope of coming to
a general conference that is more laid
back and Spirit-sponsored. But any who
want to trade places should be reminded
that the apparent unstructured sponta-

Contributions
invited for Dialogue
and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are encouraged to concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be signed. Occasionally we may decide to withhold
names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range
of topics relevant to the mission of the
church and to living the Christian life.
Since each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, they do not
necessarily reflect the official position
of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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neity of your day was not the only characteristic of your conference. There was
change, t o o — t r a d i t i o n s h a t t e r i n g
change—that forthrightly laid aside the
necessity of certain practices so that the
church might accommodate converts
from the pagan cultures.
Now some of us "faithful Brethren in
Christ" (not the ones at Colossae) don't
like change very well. We have this suspicion that change is ungodly. Come to
think of it, maybe we should trade
places with you for this General Conference. Maybe that way we would be
reminded what it feels like to have the
Spirit of God lead the church through
some changes in order to more effectively reach our pagan world.
I was just looking at our agenda (a far
cry from the two brief reports and one
motion at your conference) and notice
that on Monday morning the Board of
Administration will present their report.
It will, of course, include a preliminary
statement from the task force on Renewal 2000 Phase II. I need to explain that,
Paul. You see Renewal 2000 Phase II is
our attempt to be in step with the same
Holy Spirit that directed your change.
We desperately need divine guidance in
making the right changes as we write our
doctrinal statements, to help us express
biblical truth with relevance and authenticity in our day.
It really is comforting to know, with
all the contrast between our meetings in
Hamilton and yours in Jerusalem, that
the Holy Spirit is the one administering
the church. It is exciting to feel this in the
concerts of prayer and in the spirit of the
people who have arrived from across the
land. There is a common commitment
to obey the leading of the Spirit. This
was especially evident, I am told, during
the past few days. Over 100 people,
mostly pastors and other church leaders
with a good mix of lay people, came
together in a study conference to carefully examine our way of interpreting
Scripture.
You know, Paul, if I were to make a
candid observation, I would have to say
that the leadership of the Holy Spirit is
clearly evident among us. Even the
planning—before the church actually
deals with the writing of doctrinal statements—is well done. Having the study
conference on biblical interpretation

strategically scheduled at the beginning
of the doctrinal phase of Renewal 2000
and all of this in the initial stages of
Determining to Double in a Decade,
represents the kind of timing that gives
me "goose bumps." Either we have an
elite group of high intensity planners
somewhere in our church leadership or
else the Holy Spirit is alive and well in
the church. (No doubt it is both!) With
all due respect to the denominational
planners, I have this titillating conviction that it is really the Holy Spirit who
is at work, and I can't wait to see the
results!!
Now, I'm back again. I just took some
time out to talk with a fine young couple
who are at a Brethren in Christ General
Conference for the first time. They have
recently accepted an assignment to pastor one of our new churches in a major
urban area. I think you would like them,
Paul. Bright, committed,—and terribly
excited about their discovery of the
"faithful Brethren in Christ assembled in
Hamilton, Ontario." You would also
love their ministry—meeting people
where they are and gathering believers
together into a new fellowship, a "living
temple," a "functioning" body—so much
like your approach in the cities of Asia
and Europe. And then before I got to
writing again I got a big hug from an old
friend. (We seem to like a holy hug better than a holy kiss these days. I've wondered already if you mind that we've
changed that? Would we be right in
assuming that you don't care how we do
it as long as it is holy and "hearty"?) This
friend and I were in school t o g e t h e r more years ago than I can imagine.
Usually we don't see each other except
at General Conference. It was so good to
see him and quickly sense the joy of the
Lord in his spirit.
As I thought about the warm friendships I feel and the happy greetings I've
seen just while sitting here writing, I
wondered if this might represent another
contrast between Jerusalem and Hamilton. The report in Acts seems to be all
business, and we are having so much fun
and warm fellowship. But then if someone 2000 years from now were to read
the Minutes of the 109th General Conference, he certainly would not feel all
the warmth and fellowship we've already
experienced—and the conference is just
Evangelical Visitor

now beginning. So I suspect we are not
really different in our expressions of
warmth and brotherhood. It is just that
the Minutes don't report some of these
more important aspects of our conferences.
Well, I must go. The Moderator will
soon call the meeting to order, and my
letter got longer than I intended. Thanks,
Paul. Sitting here comparing our two
conferences gave me an opportunity to
reflect on two important realities that

The church we call
Brethren in Christ
When I was a child I was convinced
that the people most likely to make it to
heaven were the Brethren in Christ. I
wasn't sure what our particular corner
on the truth was, but I knew we had it. I
could analyze how I arrived at that narrow conclusion, but I'm more interested
in where I've come since then. Over the
years I've thought a lot about what it
means to me to be Brethren in Christ,
and why, in spite of a number of good
reasons and opportunities, I've chosen
to stick with the church of my birth.
I've been in settings where people
have openly criticized various aspects of
"Brethren-in-Christness." Some of those
criticisms can be made of the institutional church in general, but most are
more specific. The speakers have been
church leaders, disenchanted or disillusioned people, and loyal lay people. I've
been with those who question our basic
beliefs, or who think that our unique
blend of Pietism, Anabaptism, and Wesleyanism can't and doesn't work. Some
are uncomfortable with a specific part of
that theology, like nonresistance or
sanctification, and consequently may
choose to zero in on the part they like
and ignore what they don't like.
I've heard people express amazement
and dismay over the wide variety of
belief and lifestyle from one congregation to another and even within the same
congregation. They get the impression
that one can believe almost anything
and still be Brethren in Christ. Some
fear we're becoming too pluralistic in
our desire to grow numerically and as a
reaction against legalism. Some, however, feel we're too cliquish, closed to
"outsiders," or too narrow in our theoJuly 1986

are always present when the church is
the Church. For one, there is the direction of the Holy Spirit. We look back to
your experiences in the book of Acts
and it is so apparent, so vivid. The
church was vibrant. The gospel had
power. The world was changed. But
thank God, because of the Spirit, this
church is also vibrant and our gospel
transforms lives and the world will not
be the same!
The other ever-present quality of the

true church is evident in the smiles and
the hugs—the fellowship of the gathered
family. No, it doesn't often surface in the
Conference Minutes, but it sure is felt in
the heart. It will thrive throughout these
next several days and it will linger in our
memory long after we head home. This,
too, will always be a part of being the
church.

logical, philosophical, and psychological understandings.
I've talked with others who are frustrated by the slow pace of change; we're
too cautious about jumping on bandwagons. By the time we decide to act on
an issue, it's often already passd. On the
other hand, some feel we have become
acculturated and have lost that sense of
separateness that was so important to
the early Brethren in Christ.
When I participate in these orgies of
self-criticism, I am inclined to feel apologetic about still wanting to be Brethren
in Christ. My basic honesty compels me
to admit that there's some truth in most
of the critiques I hear. We aren't a perfect church!
So why do I stay? Why am I still
committed to the Brethren in Christ
Church? With all the valid critiques that
can be made and the various circumstances along the way that would have
made it easier to leave, why am I still
here?
I'm sure that part of the reason I stay
is the comfort and security of the familiar. Change is hard, and it's often easier
to stick with what I know than to risk
exchanging it for the unknown. But
there's more to my commitment to the
Brethren in Christ than that.
One of the most important aspects for
me of being Brethren in Christ is being
part of a caring community and having
a sense of history and belonging. Maybe
I feel that belonging because I grew up in
the church, but I also think that one of
our strengths is the way we try to maintain connections with each other and
continuity with our history. In addition,
at its best our multi-faceted theology
represents a concern for the whole person. A high priority is to be biblical and
to follow the model of Jesus in all that
we do. We also believe that it's impor-

tant to act on our faith in very specific
ways.
I sense a willingness to grow, to grapple with hard issues, to admit mistakes
and blind spots, to listen to each other,
and to open ourselves to new ideas and
ways of doing things. We have some
very special people in the Brethren in
Christ Church—among the best to be
found anywhere. We have leaders with
intelligence, vision, sensitivity, and integrity who are well respected in wider
church circles and who take their responsibilities seriously. They work hard
at creating unity in the midst of diversity, emphasizing those things we have
in common and facilitating open discussion between opposing points of view.
A long time ago I decided that there
will be many others besides Brethren in
Christ in heaven. We don't have an
exclusive edge on the truth. We might
even be surprised to find out how much
"truth" we don't know! We're one of
many groups of Christians trying to
accomplish God's will in the world.
Sometimes we succeed and sometimes
we fail. When I'm in the middle of an
exercise in self-criticism, I think that
there must be something better somewhere else. But when I step back a bit, I
realize that the perfect church doesn't
exist anywhere and I'd rather stay where
I am and work within the context of
what I know. I don't really want to be
anywhere else.
Sometimes I'm content with where
we are, and sometimes (more often than
not, I suppose) I'm agitating for this or
that change. But always I'm doing it out
of a strong commitment to acting upon
what I believe is God's will for me in this
small part of his church that we call the
Brethren in Christ.

Yours with gratitude for the 109th,
Onesimus

Phoebe
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Comments on the
pornography issue
A commendation, first of all, on your
having the courage to address an important contemporary issue. Your editorial
describes your background planning and
the magazine speaks of the same. I did
find myself, however, glad for a change
of subject on page 20.
The four articles on pornography
provide a variety of approaches among
themselves. I was glad for that. And I
was glad that, as I saw it, things got
better as I went along. I know you are
not taking a poll, but I would order
them: Zook, Dourte, Thiessen, and
Anon., in descending order.
Obviously it was the Anonymous
article that deviated most from the norm
for Visitor pages and, I would predict,
most likely to evoke responses. So perhaps I should get in line with my own
response. I found it challenging reading,
at least in word choice, calling for the
dictionary several times. But I must say
that I did not finally feel rewarded for
the time I spent reading it. I had three
problems with it: (1) it was unnecessarily long; (2) I had trouble from the first
sentence with the resort to the anonymous screen—particularly unfortunate
when dealing with a subject characterized all too often by secrecy; (3) I did
not find his resolution convincing.
I have already expressed my appreciation to Eber Dourte for his article—not
that it is without its weaknesses as well,

but at least he gives us more per column
inch. And Ruth Zook's is best in content
and form.
Ray M. Zercher
Grantham, Pa.

You are to be commended in the fine
articles in the May issue of the Visitor,
beginning with the editorial and followed with "The War Within." I was
reminded of the close hand-to-hand
combat I had with lust. These articles
helped me—with great thanksgiving—
to give thanks to God for giving victory
over the disease of lust. Jesus said,
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God."
This issue of the Visitor should surely
assist all of us to enjoy victory over sin in
our lives, churches, and communities.
A. Hess Brubaker
Blairs Mills, Pa.

Let me say that your issue on pornography was very good. I think it should be
very helpful to many people. It was a
subject that needed to be addressed.
Paul Hostetler
Grantham, Pa.

I want to take this opportunity to
thank you for the excellent job you are
doing. I generally try to read the Visitor

Sisters and Brothers
We subscribe wholeheartedly to the
homogeneous theory of church growth.
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cover to cover, and find the articles very
stimulating and relative to the issues we
face, both in "the world" and in the
church. Thanks especially for handling
heavy issues like pornography and doing
it with such sensitivity. I appreciate very
much the hard work that goes into making each issue.
Debbie Sisco
Stowe, Pa.
One shouldn't be required, within the
Brethren in Christ Church, to announce
itself opposed to pornography in order
not to be misunderstood when he objects
to his church's 32-page paper devoting
all but 13 and a fraction pages to it. The
very fact of how revoltingly evil it is
provides the reason why we should be
concerned about what, where, how, and
how much emphasis we as a church
should give to it. If that degree of spread
for anti-pornography is appropriate for
our Visitor, the nature of its subscribers
is different from what I thought it was.
Too much condemnation of this sort
at the wrong time, in the wrong place,
and too explicitly expressed only spreads
it by way of negative suggestion. Good
young people may not read pornography,
but they should read the Visitor. I think
I could have, as a teenager, developed
more of an interest than I did, had this
issue been available.
[But] yes, we should find a way to join
the cause against pornography!
Millard Herr
Upland, Calif.
Timely counsel
My June Visitor arrived today and I
opened it to page 7—Marlin Zook's
article entitled "Feeling the burdens
lifted." The question in the center of the
page ("Why do so many insist on carrying their own burdens?") hit me with
quite a surprise. Within this past hour I
was doingjust that, and the Lord marvelously used this article to help me see my
error and my foolishness.
I want to say thank you from the
bottom of my heart for sharing this article with your readers. I'm glad I was
privileged to read it today at this hour.
God is indeed good and I know his love.
Gwen Burket
Roaring Spring, Pa.
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FdiPoria!
Some impressions of
Central America
After 16 days in Central America, I haven't learned very
much. But some of what I learned is in the form of impressions
which I am recording while they are still fresh. Here are a few
things that impressed me about Central America.

Refugees and displaced people. We made several contacts
with people in temporary institutionalized housing: displaced
persons and refugees. (Displaced persons are within their own
country; refugees have fled from their country.) We met displaced people in El Salvador and refugees in Honduras. In a
sense, one of the saddest places in the world is a refugee camp.
It is true that the refugees receive food, clothing, and shelter of
a sort. But they have lost their liberty, and what they really
want is to go home.

season. We visited a carpenter shop, a sheet metal shop, a
shoe-making shop, and a sewing shop.
A number of refugees had learned skills they never knew
before. In this sense they were better off than before they left
their homes because of the war. What they most wanted, of
course, was to be able to return home. But in the meantime
they were redeeming the time. One of the last places I would
want to live would be a refugee camp. But if I did, I hope it
would be like Mesa Grande. In spite of the confinement and
privation, the energy and spirit of these people transformed
this camp into a place of hope.
Basic needs of Central America. For many in Central America, it requires the utmost effort to obtain the basic elements
required to sustain life: food, water, and shelter. Indeed, during
our tour, we spent time in four major Central American cities.
In only one of them was the tap water considered safe for us to
drink! In a rural area of El Salvador which we visited, running
water had been made available in the mid-70s. The system
lasted about two years; then the war came and it was destroyed.
So now the people carry their water again and wash clothes in
the river.
One of the more poignant experiences came in a town in this
area. The local M C C workers took us to lunch in a downtown
restaurant. It was quite a modest establishment by North
American standards, but the chicken was roasted over an open
wo od fire and the meal was very good. My enj oyment of it was
tempered by the knowledge that after we finished, several small
boys took over our chicken bones and made a meal from our
leavings.
As a contribution toward food production, MCC makes
n o n - i n t e r e s t fertilizer l o a n s to subsistence f a r m e r s
who are moving back since the fighting has lessened. Nathan
Zook-Barge told us that last year 87 percent of the loans were
repaid. This year, he said, although the harvest is months away,
one loan has already been paid.
Numbers of persons we met in Central America might be
considered heroes. Among them I would include these farm
families who are moving back into an area that is not secure.
As Nathan put it, they are the "poorest and the bravest." I
nominate as their representative the gritty little farmer who
gave us a guided tour of the area. He showed us his corn and
beans, then took us down a mango-shaded road, past a row of
destroyed houses to a spot he evidently considered was as far as
it was safe to go. He pointed across the field and said, "Nobody
goes out there." We could draw our own conclusions. —Daniel

Yet many of the refugees we met did not seem depressed,
particularly the Salvadoran refugees in the Mesa Grande refugee camp in northwestern Honduras. These were some of the
most energetic people we met in Central America. Everybody,
it seemed, was busy in Mesa Grande. They have gardens and
raise 60-100 percent of their own vegetables, depending on the

and other Meetinghouse magazines on a June 2-20 study tour of
Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala. Eber Dourte, from the
Brethren in Christ Board for Brotherhood Concerns, was also a study
tour participant.

Roosters. Every culture has its characteristic sounds. Like
North America, Central America has buses, bells, and car
horns . . . but especially roosters. Even in cities, we were
never out of earshot of roosters. In rural areas where people
and animals live close together, roosters crowing could be a
major distraction.
If they were to ask us, we would suggest that Central Americans get rid of roosters and emphasize hens as we do in North
America. But some of them, I am told, defend roosters. Infertile eggs, they would say, are eggs without love! When chickens
fend for themselves as many do in C.A., roosters may well be
needed. Without having studied their system more closely, I
am not ready to start a campaign against roosters. Except at
2:00 in the morning.
Police. Almost as ubiquitous as roosters in Central America
are the military police. Numbers of them carry automatic rifles.
I have always been careful about police, but one is particularly
careful when the policeman carries an automatic rifle. One
afternoon our van driver ran an amber light. A cop with a rifle
signalled him and he stopped promptly and took his punishment with a smile.
One of the ironies of our trip was that police were less
obvious, and less armed, in one of the three countries we visited
than in the other two. We found it interesting to observe that
these other two have the name "democracies" while the third is
much criticized in the U.S. In one of these other two countries,
not so long ago, a Mennonite leader was "detained" over night
for conducting a field trip on better farming methods. A
Mennonite delegation went to see the regional commander
about this. He informed them that he considers it his job to
control everything that moves in that whole region.
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Dan Hertzler, editor of the Gospel Herald, represented the Visitor
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The remembrance
of things past
by E. Morris Slder

The Remembrance of Things Past is
the well-chosen title that Marcel Proust
gave to his series of seven novels. That
expression may also be fittingly used for
one of the important themes running
through the Bible and the history of the
Christian church—the memory and use
of the past.
"Remember the days of old; consider
the generations long past" Moses told
the Hebrews (Deut. 32:7). For Moses
and other biblical writers, however, remembering the past was not an end in
itself, not merely an exercise in nostalgia. Rather, the past was to be used to
instruct the present and the future. Thus
when Isaiah spoke to those who would
be righteous, he called on them to
remember the past, to "look to the rock
from which you were cut and to the
quarry from which you were hewn"
(51:1).
For this reason, Hebrew parents were
constantly to teach history to their children. Children were to learn of the
mighty saving acts of God toward their
nation; from this they would understand
that the God who had helped and
blessed their ancestors would do the
same for them if they walked in his ways.
When the children of Israel forgot their
past, God sent prophets to remind them
that the present and the future interact
inextricably with the past. They could
forget their history only at their peril.
The New Testament is also historically oriented. The Gospels and Acts are
accounts of how God broke into human
history, of how our Christian church
had its beginning. New Testament writers frequently referred to historical
events to establish the validity of their
thought.
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The Christian church since biblical
times has maintained a strong sense of
history, perhaps uniquely so among
world religions. Thus in our own times,
when families, congregations, and denominations recall their past, they act in
a biblical manner, in a time-honored
fashion.
Our experiences and our knowledge
of human nature agrees with biblical
teaching on the value of the past. We live
most wisely when we act on knowledge
gained by past experience. We know
ourselves as individuals and as groups
only as we relate in some way to what
has happened earlier. Our sense of who
we are, where we belong, why we act as
we do is dependent on establishing links
to our past. Thus persons who suddenly
lose their memory become disoriented;
they must establish a past in order to
become functional again.
These thoughts apply to us as a
denomination. The Brethren in Christ
Church is now more than 200 years old
(which places us among the older denominations in North America). Undoubtedly God had a purpose in creating and preserving our church. While it
has displayed more weaknesses than
most of us care to mention, it has also
taught Christian values and developed a
sense of mission in such a way as to
make it one of God's chosen vessels in
the world.
Thus we who are now its members
possess a fine and useful heritage. We
have an obligation to be stewards, to
serve as custodians, of this heritage. We
have a duty to preserve the best of this
heritage and to study how we can make
it work for us in the present and the
future. To ignore, even worse to repu-

diate, this past is surely to create the
conditions through which we will adopt,
perhaps unwittingly, the past of another
group, for no person or group lives
uninfluenced in its ideas and actions.
What is true for the denomination is
equally true for congregations. Congregations have historically played a strong
role in the life of the Brethren in Christ
Church. In the congregation, the practical implications of the gospel have been
most immediately and perhaps most
successfully worked out, as the community of believers react in everyday
relationships to each other and to those
around them.
For a congregation to examine how
this has happened in its past can be a
very instructive activity. A study of both
the difficulties and the triumphs of a
congregation in its pilgrimage of faith
and service can be a challenge to present
and future work. To see how God has
worked through a group of people on a
local level is surely a story that needs to
be told and retold.
Families, of course, also have histories. The current widespread interest in
genealogy, including among the Brethren in Christ, attests to the value placed
on family history. To know that history
better is to have a better sense of belonging, a deeper feel for roots—to understand more fully who we are and how we
relate to others both inside and outside
the church.
In the next several issues of the Evangelical Visitor, I shall be exploring these
ideas more fully and practically, particularly as they relate to families and congregations. I shall be offering suggestions on how families and congregations
can collect, preserve, and write their histories. In this way we may together work
to fulfil the biblical injunction to remember our past, to take seriously our role as
custodians of an excellent heritage.
At the request of the editor, Dr. E. Morris
Sider, denominational archivist, has agreed
to write several briefarticles on waysfamilies
and congregations can preserve their histories. This is the first in the series.
Evangelical Visitor

